
Pathway to 
Excellence® 
Designation
Recognized as a 
Preferred Employer 

INSIDE 
THIS ISSUE

•  Inpatient Hemodialysis    

•  Provider News    

•  Speech Therapy  

•  Patient Care Award      

•  Thrive Cancer Rehabilitation
 Care  

•  Mako Robotic-Arm 
 Assisted Surgery    

•  Fernico Cortexflo Medical
 Camera System   

•  Healthcast Podcasts  

•  Walk with a Doc   

•  Dr. Kazos Achieves 
 Emergency Medicine 
 Board Certification  

•  CCH - Total Breast Care    

•  Shiga Toxins Screenings

•  Visiting Physician Clinic 

MUCH MORE…  

Fall 2019 Newsletter  •  3rd Quarter

•  

Columbus Community Hospital (CCH) was designated as a Pathway to Excellence® organization 
through the American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC) in June 2019. CCH is one of only 
three hospitals in the state to achieve this designation. 

According to the ANCC, the Pathway to Excellence® program is the “premier designation for 
healthy work environments” that recognizes “health care organizations that demonstrate a  
commitment to establishing the foundation of a healthy workplace for staff.”

To qualify for Pathway designation, organizations must show that they meet the following six 
practice standards that support nurses in the workplace: shared governance, leadership, safety, 
quality, well-being and professional development.  They do this through an online nurse survey 
and application process. 

CCH started its Pathway to Excellence® application process in 2017. 

The process started with a self-assessment of CCH’s nursing practice, and based on this, stan-
dard teams were created to address areas that needed improvement. From there, CCH had to 
write a document that demonstrated how it met all of the practice standards and a confidential, 
nurse survey was done to confirm that nurses had a positive working environment at CCH. 

Following its designation in June, CCH has continued to look at, and improve, its nursing  
practices, so it is able to apply for Pathway to Excellence® re-designation in 2023. 

To learn more about this important recognition and CCH’s commitment to providing a positive 
working environment for its nursing staff, visit www.columbushosp.org. 



INPATIENT 
HEMODIALYSIS
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Columbus Community Hospital (CCH) is 
committed to offering area residents the 
care they need close to home. That’s why 
the hospital added a new inpatient  
hemodialysis service in August 2019.  
 
Through this new service, CCH inpatients 
will be able to receive dialysis at the  
hospital. 
 
In the past, hospitalized patients at CCH 
who required dialysis were transferred to 
other facilities to receive that care. Now, 
area residents who require dialysis can 
confidently come to CCH for medical care 
that requires hospitalization. Thanks to this 
new service, CCH has their dialysis needs 
covered.  
 
The new inpatient hemodialysis service  
is a partnership between CCH, Bryan  
Telemedicine, Dialysis Center of  
Columbus, and Nephrology Care, LLC.  
 
Dr. Bryce Lund of Nephrology Care, LLC. 
will serve as the program’s medical director 
and he will connect with patients at CCH 
through telemedicine technology provided 
by Bryan Telemedicine. After he consults 
with the patients virtually, the  hemodialysis 
treatments will be administered by trained 
and certified staff from Dialysis Center of 
Columbus. 
 
For more information on this new service 
which will allow CCH inpatients to receive 
this important care, close to home, visit 
www.columbushosp.org. 

SHAWN BRANDENBURG, D.O., an orthopedic surgeon, is now  
a part of Columbus Orthopedic & Sports Medicine Clinic. 

Dr. Brandenburg earned his undergraduate degree from the  
University of Nebraska at Omaha in 2005 and completed medical 
school training at Kansas City University of Medicine and Biosciences 
 in 2013. He then completed an orthopedic surgery residency at 

VENKATA KOLLI, MBBS, a psychiatrist, is now a part of the new 
Columbus Psychiatry Clinic. 

Dr. Kolli attended medical school in India and graduated from NTR 
University of Health Sciences in 2003. Following additional studies in 
the U.K., he became a member of the Royal College of Psychiatrists. 
After practicing for seven years in England, he moved to the U.S. and 

completed residency and fellowship programs in psychiatry at Creighton University in 
2015. He served as an assistant professor in psychiatry for Creighton University while also 
practicing in Omaha. 

Dr. Kolli is board-certified in adult psychiatry and child and adolescent psychiatry. He has 
a special interest in adolescent mental health and helping families find ways to cope and 
manage what can be a difficult time. 

He sees patients at Columbus Psychiatry Clinic, located in the Healthpark Medical Office 
Building at 4508 38th Street, Suite 165.

Metro Health/University of Michigan Hospital in Grand Rapids, Michigan, in 2018, and 
finished a one-year adult reconstructive surgery fellowship in Phoenix, Arizona, in  
July 2019.

His general scope of orthopedic surgery includes robotic-assisted surgery, hip and knee 
replacements, orthopedic trauma and general orthopedics. His subspecialty focus  
includes knee and joint reconstruction such as total knee or total hip replacement.

Dr. Brandenburg sees patients at Columbus Orthopedic & Sports Medicine Clinic located 
in the Healthpark Medical Office Building at 4508 38th Street, Suite 133.  

 
PROVIDER NEWS



 
SPEECH THERAPY
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The speech-language pathologists (SLPs) at Columbus Community Hospital work with 
people of all ages who may have trouble speaking, listening, reading, writing, thinking, 
and/or swallowing because of strokes, head injuries, head and neck cancer, vocal cord 
injuries or abuse, and diseases like Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, multiple sclerosis (MS) and 
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS). 

CCH’s SLPs are licensed by the state of Nebraska and are credentialed by the American 
Speech-Language Hearing Association (ASHA). They have additional certification in 
Vital Stim™ therapy for people with difficulty swallowing and the Lee Silverman Voice 
Treatment (LSVT-LOUD®) program for voice disorders caused by Parkinson’s disease and 
other neurological disorders. 

They provide a variety of therapies and treatments, including:  
 
   •  Concussion management 
   •  Parkinson’s Wellness Program 
   •  Thrive Cancer Rehabilitation Care 

CCH’s SLPs also provide treatment for the following conditions and injuries:  
 
   •  Stroke/traumatic brain injury  
   •  Spinal cord injury  
   •  Cognitive impairments  
   •  Swallowing disorders  
   •  Stuttering  
   •  Voice disturbances  
   •  Communication deficits 

In coordination with CCH’s radiology department, CCH’s SLPs also provide modified 
barium swallow (MBS) studies to assist with the diagnosis of dysphagia (difficulty in 
swallowing). 

The department’s SLPs have experience evaluating the need for, and providing training 
for the use of alternative and augmentative communication (AAC) devices for signifi-
cant communication disorders caused by stroke, ALS, brain injury and laryngectomy. 

Contact Us 

For more information on speech therapy through Rehabilitative Services at the Wellness 
Center or to refer a patient, contact us at 402-562-3333.

PATIENT CARE AWARD

 
Columbus Community Hospital (CCH) 
has received a 2019 Excellence in Patient 
Care Award from Huron’s Studer Group. 
CCH is being recognized with this award 
for receiving an overall quality rating of 
5-stars from the Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services (CMS). 

Excellence in Patient Care Awards are 
presented annually to a select group 
of partner organizations from Huron’s 
Studer Group. The results are measured 
by the Hospital Consumer Assessment 
of Healthcare Providers and Systems 
(HCAHPS) patient experience survey that 
is required by CMS. 

Organizations receive awards when they 
demonstrate overall improvement in 
areas such as patient satisfaction, and 
employee and physician engagement.

CCH will be presented with this award at 
the 17th annual What’s Right in Health 
Care® leading practices conference, 
which will be held Aug. 13 to 15, in 
Dallas, Texas. 

For more information on this  
recognition, visit columbushosp.org. 

 
PROVIDER NEWS
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PATIENT & FAMILY ADVISORY COUNCIL
Columbus Community Hospital (CCH) recently created a new Patient & Family Advisory 
Council (PFAC) that will allow community members to share their ideas on how to improve 
the hospital. 

To become a member of PFAC, individuals must have received care at CCH in the past 12 
months or have a family member who received care at CCH in the past 12 months.  

Members of PFAC will partner with hospital doctors, nurses and administrators to help 
improve the quality of CCH’s care for all patients and family members. They will share 
stories of their health care experiences, provide input on how CCH can improve its policies 
and care practices, and review or create educational materials to make them easier for all 
patients and family members to understand.

CCH employees, active CCH board members, volunteers, physicians and their family mem-
bers are not eligible to be members of PFAC. However, they can nominate someone for the 
council. 

For more information on PFAC or how to get involved, visit www.columbushosp.org or 
contact Dona J. Kudron, RN, BSN, CCH patient experience manager, at 402-562-4624 or 
djkudron@columbushosp.org. 

THRIVE CANCER 
REHABILITATION 
CARE 
A cancer diagnosis can be traumatic  
and so can its lifesaving treatments.  
Chemotherapy, radiation therapy and  
surgery can harm health and cause  
serious medical problems that interfere 
with daily function and well-being. 

That’s why Columbus Community  
Hospital created Thrive Cancer  
Rehabilitation Care to help cancer  
survivors physically and emotionally heal 
from the side effects of treatment so 
they can recover more quickly and more 
completely. 

Thrive Cancer Rehabilitation Care offers 
patients coordinated cancer rehabilitation 
supported by a team of experts that  
includes physicians, oncology nurses, 
physical therapists, occupational  
therapists, speech-language pathologists, 
registered dieticians and social workers. 

Columbus Community Hospital offers 
one-on-one consultations, free of  
charge, to help survivors create a  
comprehensive cancer care plan that 
works best for them.

To set up an appointment or for  
more information on Thrive Cancer Reha-
bilitation Care, call Rehabilitative Services 
at 402-562-3333 or visit  
www.columbushosp.org. 

Working Together 
to Help Improve 

Our Hospital
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Have you heard? Columbus Community 
Hospital has a full library of podcasts 
featuring local physicians! 

From skin cancer awareness to sports 
medicine, and everything in between, get 
the latest health information by visiting 
www.columbushosp.org and clicking on 
the “Healthcast” button located under the 
“For Patients and Visitors” tab. 

Each episode is also available for down-
load from iTunes, Google Play, Spotify, 
Stitcher, iHeart Radio and Tunein. 

Recent Episodes: 

• Mental Health Care at Columbus  
 Community Hospital: Venkata Kolli,  
 MBBS

• Childhood Ear Infections and Sinusitis:  
 James Weekly, MD

• What You Should Know about  
 Screening for Colon Cancer: Myron  
 Morse, MD

• Preventing Teenage Tobacco Use:  
 Lauren Jazwick, DO

• Diagnosing Breast Cancer - The   
 Advantages of 3D Mammography:  
 Anthony Krueger, MD 

 
PATIENT & FAMILY ADVISORY COUNCIL

HEALTHCAST 
PODCASTS – LISTEN, 
DOWNLOAD, SHARE! 

FERNICO CORTEXFLO MEDICAL CAMERA 

This July, Columbus Community Hospital’s Emergency Department (ED) added a new 
medical camera system which was specifically designed to meet the photographic and 
video requirements of forensic medical examinations of children and adults who have 
suffered sexual and physical abuse.

The Fernico Cortexflo Medical Camera System was developed in partnership with  
Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners (SANE) and it allows health care providers to capture 
high quality photographs and video that can be securely stored on the hospital’s  
IT network. 

It allows people with minimal photography experience to take in-focus, high quality 
photos and videos and it can be used hands-free in situations where the examiner has 
to use both hands to conduct an examination. The system also has a built-in tool for 
peer review that allows the case to be saved to a DVD or USB drive that is automatically 
encrypted and password protected. 

The Fernico Cortexflo Medical Camera System is connected to a local network which 
allows it to transfer the photographs and videos to a dedicated storage module in a 
secure, locked area of the building.

For more information on the system and other services provided by the ED, visit  
www.columbushosp.org.

Solution 
      FOR JOINT PAIN

A New

Mako Robotic-Arm Assisted Surgery System

If joint pain is the problem, Columbus Community Hospital 
(CCH) has the solution. 

CCH recently purchased the Mako Robotic-Arm Assisted  
Surgery System by Stryker that will change the way its  
orthopedic surgeons perform total knee, total hip and partial 
knee replacements. 

This state-of-the-art system uses a 3D virtual model of a  
patient’s unique anatomy and a robotic arm to provide an  
increased level of precision and customization in these  
surgeries.

The Mako Robotic-Arm Assisted Surgery System has been 
shown to offer increased accuracy. This leads to the following 
benefits for patients: 

    • Less trauma to surrounding tissue 
    • Shorter hospital stays, and  
    • Less post-operative pain

For more information on the Mako Robotic-Arm Assisted Surgery System and CCH’s 
comprehensive orthopedic services, visit www.columbushosp.org.



Columbus Community Hospital (CCH) physician, Dr. Alex Kazos, recently achieved 
emergency medicine board certification through the American Board of Physician 
Specialties (ABPS), the official certifying body of the American Association of  
Physician Specialists, Inc. (AAPS).  
Dr. Kazos – a member of CCH’s emergency medicine staff – is already board-certified 
in internal medicine, having completed an internal medicine residency. He has also 
practiced full-time emergency medicine for more than 20 years, but he decided to 
become board-certified in emergency medicine as well.  
“This is something that I always wanted to do,” said Dr. Kazos. “To get through the 
whole process, you have to get up-to-date on everything, so it’s just a great review.”  
In order to obtain board certification through ABPS, Dr. Kazos had to undergo a rigor-
ous, three-part process that included a review of 10 of his emergency medicine cases, 
a written examination and an oral examination.  
“This was not an easy undertaking. Dr. Kazos did this to hone and validate the  
knowledge he’d acquired through many years of emergency medicine practice and 
continuing education,” said Mark S. Howerter, MD, CCH emergency department (ED) 
medical director. “I think he serves as an example of the dedication the emergency 
physicians bring to our ED.”   
Dr. Kazos has worked at CCH since 2004.   
“We are so pleased to have Dr. Kazos on our emergency medicine staff,” said Michael 
Hansen, CCH president and CEO. “This achievement speaks to Dr. Kazos’ commitment 
to his practice and his patients, and our physicians’ commitment to personal and 
professional development.”   
For more information on Dr. Kazos, CCH’s emergency department or the hospital’s 
commitment to its employees’ educations, visit www.columbushosp.org.

DR. ALEX KAZOS ACHIEVES 
EMERGENCY MEDICINE 
BOARD CERTIFICATION Alex Kazos, MD

Columbus Community Hospital’s 
Occupational Health Services invites you 
to walk with a doctor. Events are held on 
the third Tuesday of every month from 
5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

Upcoming Walk with a Doc events: 

September 17, 2019:

“The benefits of walking your pet” 

Presenter: Dr. Ann Kramer 

Pawnee Park (meet outside Memorial 
Stadium)

October 8, 2019: 

“Six Ways Social Media Has Changed 
Health and Fitness” 

Presenter: Kelli Thomazin, PA-C

CCC Physical Education Center

November 19, 2019:

“Exercise and walking for better back 
health” 

Presenter: Randy Perault, MSPT,  
Cert MDT, ATC

1C Church Wood Gym

December 17, 2019:

“Health & Wellness Trends for 2020” 

Presenter: Dr. Luke Lemke

US 30 Center Mall
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The Columbus Community Hospital  
laboratory recently added Shiga toxins 
1 and 2 stool testing. The Immuno STAT 
EHEC Shiga toxins 1 and 2 test is an  
immunochromatographic rapid test for  
the qualitative detection of Shiga toxins 
1 and 2 produced by E. coli in cultures 
derived from clinical stool specimens.   
This test is used in conjunction with the 
patient’s clinical symptoms and other 
laboratory tests to aid in the diagnosis of 
diseases caused by enterohemorrhagic  
E. coli (EHEC) infections. 
 
Shiga toxin-producing E. coli will be  
added as part of the stool culture.  
Therefore, in addition to salmonella,  
shigella and campylobacter, all stool  
cultures will include testing for Shiga  
toxin-producing E. coli. The turnaround 
time for these tests will be 24 to  
48 hours.

CCH - TOTAL BREAST CARE
Columbus Community Hospital (CCH) recognizes the importance of breast health.  
From breast cancer detection to removal and reconstruction, we have a comprehensive 
team of medical experts who provide the highest quality care every step of the way. 

North Central Radiology 

CCH’s North Central Radiology team helps to detect cancer using cutting edge  
technology. The hospital’s 3D mammography system allows our radiologists to identify 
tumors that may have gone unnoticed with a standard mammogram. If an abnormality 
is detected, North Central Radiology has the ability to conduct image-guided biopsies. 

Columbus General Surgery

Once the diagnosis of a cancerous or precancerous lesion is identified, CCH’s Columbus 
General Surgery is available to evaluate and treat a full spectrum of breast care,  
including benign and malignant cases. Our experienced surgical staff can examine and 
evaluate patients concerning breast pain, lumps, bumps and masses. If cancer is present, 
they can determine the severity of each case and advise the best course of action. 

Columbus Plastic Surgery 

Those who undergo surgery as part of their breast cancer treatment may choose breast 
reconstruction to rebuild the shape and look of their breast. Columbus Plastic Surgery 
offers breast reconstruction options, including tissue expanders, implants and the use  
of the patient’s own tissues for reconstruction. 

Either of these options may require multiple, staged surgeries to achieve an optimal 
result. Results are highly variable.

For more information on CCH’s Total Breast Care services, visit www.columbushosp.org. 

Alex Kazos, MD SHIGA TOXINS 
SCREENINGS



Our Visiting Physicians Clinic is continuously growing and changing. Thank you to the medical 
professionals who offer their services to patients in our community!

VISITING PHYSICIANS CLINIC

Alivation Health, LLC
 • Walter Duffy, MD
 • Danielle Kollasch, PA-C
 
Allergy, Asthma & Immunology Associates, PC
 • James Friedlander, MD
 
Bryan Independence Center - Intervention 
Nurse Opioid Program  
Center of Dermatology, PC
 • Herschel Stoller, MD
 
Columbus Community Hospital –
Diabetes & Health Education
 • Joan Plummer, Registered Dietician, LMNT, CDE
 • Amy Soulliere, BSN, RN, Diabetic Educator
 
Columbus Community Hospital – Wound,  
Ostomy & Continence (W.O.C.) Health Center
 • Ronald Ernst, MD
 • Jeremy Albin, MD 
 • Myron Morse, MD
 • Brandon Borer, DPM
 
Fremont Neurology, LLC
 • Manjula Tella, MD
 
Heibel Dermatology Clinic, LLC
 • Mark Heibel, MD
 
Lincoln Orthopaedic Center, PC – Spine Surgery
 • Robert Vande Guchte, MD
 • Michael Koebernick, PA-C
 • Mike Kowalke, PA-C
 
Lincoln Surgical Group, PC – Vascular Surgery
 • Robert Pitsch, MD
 
MD Pain
 • John Massey, MD
 
Midwest Pain Clinics
 • Richard Bose, MD
 • Rafel Krejza, DO
 • David Johnson, PA-C
 • Stephanie Simon, APRN
 
Nebraska Cancer Specialists
 • Ralph Hauke, MD
 
Nebraska Oral & Facial Surgery
 • David Cleverly, DDS 
 • Stephen Davis, DDS, MD
 • David Rallis, DDS, MD
 • Kevin Rieck, DDS, MD
 
Nebraska Pulmonary Specialties, LLC
 • Kevin Reichmuth, MD 
 • Ann Walker, APRN 

JOIN US ON SOCIAL MEDIA! 

FACEBOOK: 
@ColumbusCommunityHospital 

TWITTER: @ColumbusHosp 

INSTAGRAM: @ColumbusHosp 

YOUTUBE:
Columbus Community Hospital 

CCH SOCIAL MEDIA 

Nebraska Spine + Pain Center   
 • J. Brian Gill, MD
 • Scott Haughawout, DO
 • J. P. Ladd, MD 
 • Matt West, MD 
 • Chase Woodward, MD
 • Karla Busboom, PA-C
 • Erin Strufing, PA-C 
Nephrology Care, LLC
 • Bryce Lund, MD 
Neurological & Spine Surgery, LLC
 • Steven Gogela, MD
 • Adam Depue, PA-C
 • Corlan Vonderschmidt, PA-C 
Neurology Associates, PC
 • Brian Boes, MD 
Omaha Surgical Consultants, PC  – 
Breast Care & Disease Management
 • Patti Higginbotham, ANP, AOCN 
Pioneer Heart Institute
 • Hemantha Koduri, MD
 • Steven Martin, MD
 • Douglas Netz, MD 
Skin PC
 • Rodney Basler, MD
 • Lyndsey Degenhardt, PA-C 
 • Chad Hillyer, PA-C 
The Urology Center, PC
 • John Bishay, MD 
 • Jennifer Dwyer, MD
 • Brett Hill, MD 
 • Steven Koukol, MD 
 • Patrick Leu, MD
 • Stephen Lim, MD 
UNMC Department of Internal Medicine 
– Diabetes, Endocrinology, and  
Metabolism
 • Leslie Eiland, MD 
UNMC Department of Internal Medicine 
–Rheumatology & Immunology
 • Marcus Snow, MD 
UNMC Department of Orthopaedic 
Surgery & Rehabilitation – Adult Spine 
Surgery
 • Scott Vincent, MD 
UNMC Department of Psychiatry – 
Geriatric Psychiatry
 • Thomas Magnuson, MD 
UNMC Department of Surgery – 
Vascular Surgery
 • G. Matthew Longo, MD

PHYSICAN RELATIONS

Chantel Sempek
Physician Relations  
Representative
Office: 402-562-4677
Cell: 402-649-9676

Amy Blaser
Vice President 
Physician Relations/ 
Business Development 
Office: 402-562-3371
Cell: 402-270-1819 

Mike Hansen, FACHE 
President/CEO
Office: 402-562-3351
Cell 402-649-9575


