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Columbus Community Hospital’s expansion and renovation project continues. 

The project reached a major milestone in September when the final beam that is part of the  
hospital’s infrastructure was installed by J.E. Dunn Construction, the project’s construction  
manager. Employees were given the chance to become more involved in the project, and really 
“sign off” on its progress. On Monday, September 23, a Steel Plate Signing event was held in 
which CCH staff members were invited to sign the last beam before it was installed as a part 
of the hospital’s infrastructure. 

Then, after the signature-filled beam was installed on Tuesday, September 24, CCH employees 
were invited to a Topping Out Celebration with ice cream and toppings outside of the Prairie 
Wind Café.

Now that the steel erection part of the project is complete, crews will focus on getting the 
building enclosed. They will also start fireproofing, exterior walls, roofing, masonry, and  
overhead mechanical, electrical and plumbing layout. Once enclosed, layout will begin on 
interior partitions and interior in-wall mechanical, electrical and plumbing. 

As work continues, the overall goal of the project remains the same, to complete the project 
by the end of 2021. 

 

 
EXPANSION CONTINUES 



$3.75 MILLION 
DONATION 
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The Columbus Community Hospital  
Foundation has contributed $3.75 million 
toward CCH’s building expansion and  
renovation project. 

The $35-million renovation project will 
expand the hospital’s surgical services 
department and lead to additional  
improvements and expansions in other 
areas of the hospital. The project broke 
ground this spring and construction is 
expected to be completed by 2021. 

A check presentation for the Foundation’s 
donation was held on Wednesday, August 
28 from 1:30 to 2 p.m. at CCH.

This is the Foundation’s largest donation  
to a single hospital project since the 
Foundation was created in 2002 to raise 
and manage donations exclusively for the 
hospital. Last year, the CCH Foundation 
pledged to donate $2 million to the project, 
but they exceeded their fundraising goal.

Funds for CCH’s expansion and renovation 
project are being allocated from the  
hospital’s operational budget and donor- 
designated gifts provided through the CCH 
Foundation.

For more information on the Foundation  
or to donate to the expansion project, visit 
the Foundation page of our website:  
www.columbushosp.org/foundation.aspx.

 
SIMULATION LAB
The 2,000-square foot simulation lab was created in 2011. It is an integral part of  
education at CCH. The lab allows staff members the opportunity to enhance their skills 
in a risk free, realistic environment.

It is equipped with seven lifelike simulators including an adult, a pediatric patient and a 
brand new birthing mother and newborn. The simulators respond just as a human body 
would, depending on if oxygen, medications or intravenous fluids are administered. 

The birthing simulator, which is called Victoria, mimics a full range of obstetrical events 
to facilitate teamwork and deepen critical thinking skills in learners of all levels such as 
early pregnancy complications, high-risk deliveries, postpartum emergencies and  
nongravid scenarios for general nursing care.

The lab is staffed by four nurse educators who are all members of the International 
Nursing Association for Clinical Simulation and Learning (INACSL). 

Hospital staff members, Central Community College students, emergency medical 
personnel and Columbus Youth Leadership students have all used them for hands-on 
learning experience. During the process, the trainees are filmed. Following the training, 
they can review the video to see where they can improve.

In the last year, 103 simulations were completed to train 538 nurses, six physicians, 86 
students and 36 other health care professionals. 

The lab was created thanks to donations received through the CCH Foundation, Central 
Community College-Columbus Campus, the former CCH Auxiliary and private donors. 
Ongoing support is provided by Central Community College-Columbus Campus and the 
CCH Foundation. 

For more information on the simulation lab or to schedule a training exercise, contact 
Julie Vance at 402-562-3366.



 
ADULT & PEDIATRIC HOSPITALIST 
PROGRAMS 
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When patients are admitted to Columbus Community Hospital, they receive inpatient care 
from a team of doctors called hospitalists. These are physicians specifically trained in the 
care of hospitalized patients. CCH offers both adult and pediatric hospitalist programs.

The Adult Hospitalist Program at CCH was launched in 2010. The hospitalist group is 
called Inpatient Physician Associates of Columbus (IPA-C) and it includes hospitalists Brian 
Bossard, MD, FACP, FHM, medical director of IPA-C; Kurt Kapels, MD, clinical director of 
IPA-C; Scott Cameron, MD and Alicia Mizner, MD.  

All of them are board-trained, internal medicine physicians. They care for adult inpatients 
who are admitted to the acute care unit (ACU), intensive care unit (ICU) and the Swing  
Bed unit. 

The Pediatric Hospitalist Program at CCH was launched in 2017 and it offers inpatient  
care for children, from newborns up to 18 years of age. Through the program,  
pediatricians from Columbus Children’s Healthcare take care of all children hospitalized 
at CCH. The pediatric hospitalists include Kimberly Allen, D.O., FAAP; David E. Rohwer, MD, 
FAAP; Margaret A. Egbarts, MD, FAAP and Jon Kroenke, MD, FAAP. All of them are  
specialists in pediatric care. 

They’re available at a moment’s notice for coverage of pediatric inpatient hospitalizations, 
neonatal intensive care unit (NICU) patients and emergency room consultations. They stay 
with children through their whole hospital stay, which provides continuity of care and 
better communication with families.

For more information on CCH’s adult and pediatric hospitalists programs and how they 
benefit patients, visit www.columbushosp.org. 

MEMORIAL TREES

 
There are lots of ways to donate to  
the Columbus Community Hospital 
Foundation – including donating a  
memorial tree that is planted on the 
CCH campus. Trees can be donated as 
memorials in honor of individuals or 
groups. 

CCH Foundation staff help the donor 
select an appropriate species and an 
appropriate location. 

Previously, CCH’s memorial trees were 
located east of the hospital’s cafeteria. 
Due to the expansion and renovation 
project, the hospital’s memorial trees 
have been moved to a more convenient 
and accessible location to the southwest 
of the hospital’s main entrance, near  
the gazebo. 

CCH Foundation staff coordinate the 
installation and maintenance of the 
trees with the hospital’s plant operations 
staff. Each tree may be identified with 
one commemorative plaque and the 
donor is asked to supply the wording for 
the plaque. The wording, size and shape 
of the plaque must be approved by the 
Foundation executive director. 

The minimum donation for a memorial 
tree and plaque is $350. 

To donate a tree as a living memorial to 
a loved one, contact Carol Keller, CCH 
Foundation executive director, at  
402-562-3375 or email her at  
cmkeller@columbushosp.org. For more 
information on other ways to donate to 
the CCH Foundation, contact Keller or 
visit www.columbushosp.org.

 
SIMULATION LAB

Columbus Community Hospital (CCH) is committed to providing the latest technology for 
its patients. That’s why CCH has started offering the ACCLARENT TruDi™ Nav System, an 
electromagnetic navigation system for ear, nose and throat (ENT) surgeries. 

The ACCLARENT TruDi™ Nav System allows ENT physicians to track and display the real-time 
location of the tip of navigated instruments during intranasal surgical procedures. At CCH, 
the system will be used for endoscopic sinus surgery and other types of ENT procedures.

The system will enable CCH’s otolaryngologists to better serve patients with sinus disease, 
allergies and nasal polyps. 

The purchase of the ACCLARENT TruDi™ Nav System was funded by the CCH Foundation. 

 
ACCLARENT TRUDI™ NAV SYSTEM
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LABORATORY TESTING OPTIONS
Columbus Community Hospital’s laboratory technicians and medical laboratory scientists 
perform a full range of testing to provide clients, patients and physicians with the most 
accurate test results in the timeliest manner possible. 

The laboratory team is made up of 13 phlebotomist and 16 technical staff members, along 
with a laboratory director and medical director who oversee the daily operation. These  
professionals provide coverage 24 hours a day, seven days a week and perform a wide 
variety of in-house testing.

LOCATIONS

CCH’s laboratory offers a full range of medical tests at its two locations: 

•   Draw Center, Healthpark Medical Office Building, Suite 168 
 Hours: 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday 

•   Draw Center, adjacent to registration on the first floor of the hospital 
 Hours: 6 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Monday to Friday

TESTING OPTIONS 

Molecular testing: This is the newest technology at the CCH laboratory that can be used 
to detect Influenza, RSV, Strep Throat, Group B Strep during pregnancies, Chlamydia and 
Gonorrhea. Molecular testing extracts the DNA of the virus or bacteria being tested and 
produces copies of the DNA to enable the identification process of the virus or bacteria.

Procalcitonin: This can be used to assess the initial risk of sepsis, monitor patient progress 
and determine when to start and discontinue antibiotics. 

MRSA/Staphylococus aureus (SA) molecular testing on positive blood culture

Molecular testing is also available that will aid in identifying a positive blood culture caused 
by staphylococcus aureus or MRSA. The ability to quickly discern a positive blood culture 
due to S. aureus or MRSA will allow for increased antibiotic stewardship by  
switching from empirical treatments to more targeted antimicrobial therapy which  
could potentially reduce length of stay.

If you have any questions regarding testing, please contact the laboratory at  
402-562-4477.

CCH PODCAST SERIES
Check out our Columbus Community 
Hospital podcast series, Healthcasts, which 
features the following episodes:

•   The Latest in Hip & Knee Replacement  
 Procedures 
•   Is it a Stroke? Why Acting F.A.S.T Can  
 Make a Difference 
•   Mental Health Care at Columbus  
 Community Hospital 
•   Childhood Ear Infections & Sinusitis 
•   Preventing Teenage Tobacco Use

Browse our full library by visiting  
www.columbushosp.org and selecting 
Healthcasts under the “For Patients & 
Visitors” tab. 

ECARDS 
Do you know someone who is receiving care 
at Columbus Community Hospital? Brighten 
a patient’s day with a personalized greeting 
card, without leaving your home or office. 

Whether your friend or loved one is  
recovering from surgery, fighting an illness 
or welcoming a new baby to the family, our 
eCards can be customized to fit nearly any 
occasion. 

Make a difference for someone you care 
about and take advantage of the free  
service around the clock. The process is 
simple and only takes minutes. 

Show someone you care. Send a  
smile today! 
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LEAN HEALTHCARE 

Columbus Community Hospital uses Lean Healthcare, a process improvement methodology, leadership style and management  
system that seeks to add value by eliminating waste. 

Using the Lean methodology, CCH has experienced successful outcomes. Lean is based on incremental improvements over time and  
has addressed both small and large improvements.

A great example of a small improvement making a time savings impact was using tape to help identify the correct wheelchair and 
footholds. The footholds are taken off the wheelchair and when they are put back together, it is sometimes difficult to find the correct 
ones. Decorative tape is now used to save time for staff and alleviate frustration in matching the correct footholds. 

Another project took place in the lab draw center. Lean helped our phlebotomy team build a central location for instruments in  
order to save time and headaches for staff. It also helped to minimize clutter and improve the overall appearance of the area. 

Both projects contributed to an improved experience for the patient, which is the overall focus of Lean Healthcare.

During the current fiscal year, Lean has also made improvements through 5S projects, Code Cart checking, easier  
communication for medication reconciliation and the removal of EHR barriers with the help of the  
information systems team.

CCH is in the early stages of its Lean journey, and though a lot has already been accomplished,  
the work of Lean continues.

INTERVENTIONAL RADIOLOGY

The health care industry is constantly changing. From treatment to technology, improvements are always  
being made in the way physicians provide care to patients. One innovative medical field that offers a less invasive  
diagnostic option for patients is interventional radiology or IR, which is currently offered at Columbus Community Hospital. 

Interventional radiology uses tools such as ultrasounds, computerized tomography (CT) scans and mammography equipment  
to perform image-guided procedures such as biopsies, drainages, injections and aspirations. 

These procedures are less invasive than previous methods and offer very little risk to patients. IR also reduces cost, recovery time and 
pain for patients who would otherwise need traditional open surgery. Because of this, it has become the primary way to treat many 
types of conditions.

For example, one procedure that is completed using IR is an image-guided breast biopsy, where radiologists remove a tissue sample 
from the breast for further examination. During this procedure, radiologists numb an area of the breast and use a real-time image to 
guide a needle into the breast to remove a sample. 

IR also allows radiologists to offer interventions to help with pain, such as shoulder, knee or hip pain. In this case, radiologists use 
X-ray guidance to inject medications directly into the joint. This often allows people to delay and potentially avoid surgery. 

For more information on CCH’s North Central Radiology or the treatments completed with interventional radiology, visit  
www.columbushosp.org. 



Antibiotic resistance is a major issue confronting health care providers and their  
patients, responsible for more than 2 million illnesses and 23,000 deaths annually in 
the United States. Infections from resistant bacteria are common, and some  
pathogens have even become resistant to multiple types or classes of antibiotics.

Studies indicate that 30 to 50 percent of antibiotics prescribed in hospitals are  
unnecessary or inappropriate. Overprescribing and incorrectly prescribing antibiotics is 
contributing to the growing challenges posed by Clostridium difficile and antibiotic- 
resistant bacteria, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

Studies show that improving prescribing practices in hospitals not only helps reduce 
rates of Clostridium difficile infection and antibiotic resistance, but it can also  
improve individual patient outcomes, all while reducing health care costs. 

That’s why staff at Columbus Community Hospital advocates for appropriate use of 
antibiotics. Forty-eight hours after starting antibiotics, therapy is reviewed for  
appropriateness. Pharmacists work closely with the physicians in the selection of 
appropriate antibiotics, providing guidance for dosing adjustments and offering 
consultation in response to culture results. CCH also partners with infectious disease 
physicians through a Bryan Telemedicine service.  

Additionally, the laboratory prepares an annual report called an antibiogram, which 
shows how well bacteria in our region respond to specific antibiotics. This report also 
helps to guide antibiotic selection.

Another important piece of this effort is educating patients. Here are some key points 
everyone should know about antibiotics:

Antibiotics do not work on viruses 
There’s a misconception that antibiotics can cure all illnesses, but antibiotics are 
only needed for treating certain infections caused by bacteria. If you have a cold or 
flu, antibiotics will not work for you. Antibiotics also won’t help for some common 
bacterial infections including most cases of bronchitis, many sinus infections and 
some ear infections.

There are risks to using antibiotics 
It’s important to only take antibiotics for bacterial infections since they can put adults 
and children at risk for harmful side effects and antibiotic-resistant infections.

There are several possible side effects to antibiotics 
Anytime antibiotics are used, they can cause side effects. When antibiotics aren’t 
needed, they won’t help and the side effects could hurt patients. 

People can have severe and life-threatening allergic reactions to antibiotics

Beware of antibiotic-resistant bacteria 
Antibiotic resistance occurs when bacteria develop the ability to defeat the drugs 
designed to kill them. Some resistant bacteria can be harder to treat and can spread 
to other people. 

If everyone — health care providers, hospital administrators, policy makers, and  
patients — works together to employ effective antibiotic stewardship programs, we 
can improve patient care, more effectively combat antibiotic resistance and  
ultimately save lives.

CCH PHARMACY ADDRESSES  
ANTIBIOTIC RESISTANCE 

Columbus Community Hospital’s 
Occupational Health Services invites you 
to walk with a doctor. Events are held on 
the third Tuesday of every month from  
5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

Upcoming Walk with a Doc events: 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019:  
“Exercise and walking for better back 
health” with Randy Perault, MSPT, Cert  
MDT, ATC at 1C Church Wood Gym

Tuesday, December 17, 2019:  
“Health & Wellness Trends for 2020” with  
Dr. Luke Lemke at US 30 Center Mall

Tuesday, January 21, 2020:  
“Exercise, digestive health and colon cancer 
prevention” with Dr. Jeremy Albin at  
1C Church Wood Gym

Tuesday, February 18, 2020:  
“The Benefits of an Annual Exam” with  
Dr. Ed Discoe at US 30 Center Mall

Tuesday, March 17, 2020:  
“Revive your skin after being outdoors” with 
Dr. Sanjay Murkerji at US 30 Center Mall

Tuesday, April 21, 2020:  
“Mindful Eating & Overcoming Cravings” 
with Kelli Thomazin, PA-C at Lake Esther
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Pharmacy Hours  
Monday - Friday: 6:30 a.m. – 7 p.m. 
Saturday & Sunday: 7 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 



Identify patients correctly
Use at least two ways to identify patients. For 
example, use the patient’s name and date of 
birth. This is done to make sure that each  
patient gets the correct medicine and  
treatment.

Improve staff 
communication
Get important test results to the right staff 
person on time.

Use medicines safely 
Record and pass along correct information 
about a patient’s medicines. Find out what 
medicines the patient is taking. Compare those 
medicines to new medicines given to the 
patient. Make sure the patient knows which 
medicine to take when they are home. Tell the 
patient it is important to bring their up-to-date 
list of medicines every time they visit a doctor. 

Use alarms safely
Make improvements to ensure that alarms on 
medical equipment are heard and responded 
to on time.

Prevent infection
Use the hand cleaning guidelines from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
Set goals for improving hand cleaning. Use the 
goals to improve hand cleaning.

Identify patient safety risks 
Reduce the risk for suicide.

Prevent mistakes in 
surgery 
Reduce surgery errors by marking the place on 
the patient’s body where the surgery is to be 
performed and pause before surgery to make 
sure that a mistake is not being made. 
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Pharmacy Hours  
Monday - Friday: 6:30 a.m. – 7 p.m. 
Saturday & Sunday: 7 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 



Our Visiting Physicians Clinic is continuously growing and changing. Thank you to the medical 
professionals who offer their services to patients in our community!

VISITING PHYSICIANS CLINIC

Alivation Health, LLC
 • Walter Duffy, MD
 • Danielle Kollasch, PA-C
 
Allergy, Asthma & Immunology Associates, PC
 • James Friedlander, MD
 
Bryan Independence Center - Intervention 
Nurse Opioid Program  
Center of Dermatology, PC
 • Herschel Stoller, MD
 
Columbus Community Hospital –
Diabetes & Health Education
 • Joan Plummer, Registered Dietician, LMNT, CDE
 • Amy Soulliere, BSN, RN, Diabetic Educator
 
Columbus Community Hospital – Wound,  
Ostomy & Continence (W.O.C.) Health Center
 • Ronald Ernst, MD
 • Jeremy Albin, MD 
 • Myron Morse, MD
 • Brandon Borer, DPM
 
Fremont Neurology, LLC
 • Manjula Tella, MD
 
Heibel Dermatology Clinic, LLC
 • Mark Heibel, MD
 
Lincoln Orthopaedic Center, PC – Spine Surgery
 • Robert Vande Guchte, MD
 • Michael Koebernick, PA-C
 • Mike Kowalke, PA-C
 
Lincoln Surgical Group, PC – Vascular Surgery
 • Robert Pitsch, MD
 
MD Pain
 • John Massey, MD
 
Midwest Pain Clinics
 • Richard Bose, MD
 • Rafel Krejza, DO
 • David Johnson, PA-C
 • Stephanie Simon, APRN
 
Nebraska Cancer Specialists
 • Ralph Hauke, MD
 
Nebraska Oral & Facial Surgery
 • David Cleverly, DDS 
 • Stephen Davis, DDS, MD
 • David Rallis, DDS, MD
 • Kevin Rieck, DDS, MD
 
Nebraska Pulmonary Specialties, LLC
 • Kevin Reichmuth, MD 
 • Ann Walker, APRN 

JOIN US ON SOCIAL MEDIA! 

FACEBOOK: @columbushosp 

TWITTER: @ColumbusHosp 

INSTAGRAM: @ColumbusHosp 

YOUTUBE:
Columbus Community Hospital 

CCH SOCIAL MEDIA 

Nebraska Spine + Pain Center   
 • J. Brian Gill, MD
 • Scott Haughawout, DO
 • J. P. Ladd, MD 
 • Matt West, MD 
 • Chase Woodward, MD
 • Karla Busboom, PA-C
 • Erin Strufing, PA-C 
Nephrology Care, LLC
 • Bryce Lund, MD 
Neurological & Spine Surgery, LLC
 • Steven Gogela, MD
 • Adam Depue, PA-C
 • Corlan Vonderschmidt, PA-C 
Neurology Associates, PC
 • Brian Boes, MD 
Omaha Surgical Consultants, PC  – 
Breast Care & Disease Management
 • Patti Higginbotham, ANP, AOCN 
Pioneer Heart Institute
 • Hemantha Koduri, MD
 • Steven Martin, MD
 • Douglas Netz, MD 
Skin PC
 • Rodney Basler, MD
 • Lyndsey Degenhardt, PA-C 
 • Chad Hillyer, PA-C 
The Urology Center, PC
 • John Bishay, MD 
 • Jennifer Dwyer, MD
 • Brett Hill, MD 
 • Steven Koukol, MD 
 • Patrick Leu, MD
 • Stephen Lim, MD 
UNMC Department of Internal Medicine 
– Diabetes, Endocrinology, and  
Metabolism
 • Leslie Eiland, MD 
UNMC Department of Internal Medicine 
–Rheumatology & Immunology
 • Marcus Snow, MD 
UNMC Department of Orthopaedic 
Surgery & Rehabilitation – Adult Spine 
Surgery
 • Scott Vincent, MD 
UNMC Department of Psychiatry – 
Geriatric Psychiatry
 • Thomas Magnuson, MD 
UNMC Department of Surgery – 
Vascular Surgery
 • G. Matthew Longo, MD

PHYSICAN RELATIONS

Chantel Sempek
Physician Relations  
Representative
Office: 402-562-4677
Cell: 402-649-9676

Amy Blaser
Vice President 
Physician Relations/ 
Business Development 
Office: 402-562-3371
Cell: 402-270-1819 

Mike Hansen, FACHE 
President/CEO
Office: 402-562-3351
Cell: 402-649-9575


