
In April 2019, Columbus Community Hospital broke 
ground on a $35-million expansion and renovation proj-
ect which will change the look and feel of the hospital. 

The main focus of the project will be the addition of a 
new Surgical Services Department that will be built on 
the first floor of the hospital. This new and improved 
Surgical Services Department will include five operating 
rooms with space dedicated for operations, endoscopic 
procedures and same day surgeries.

Further improvements will create new conference 
rooms; a new Cardiopulmonary Rehabilitation Depart-
ment and a Maternal Child Health Department which 
will be renovated to include eight rooms for labor,  
delivery, recovery and postpartum, along with four  
additional rooms for postpartum care.

Construction is expected to be completed by the end  
of 2021. 

Funds for the project are being allocated from the  
hospital’s operational budget and donor-designated  
gifts provided through the CCH Foundation and  
Foundation donors have stepped up in a big way. 

Last year, the CCH Foundation pledged to donate $2 
million to the expansion project, but they exceeded 
their goal and the Foundation board presented CCH with 
a $3.75 million donation to the project on August 28.

It was the Foundation’s largest ever donation to a  
single hospital project, since the Foundation was  
created in 2002, and Carol Keller, executive director  
of the CCH Foundation, said it is all thanks to the 
Foundation’s generous donors. 

“The support from the community and businesses 
has been tremendous,” she said, “On behalf of the 
patients who will benefit and the Foundation board of 
directors, thank you to everyone for your generosity 
and for recognizing the vital importance of donating to 
local health care.”

Keller added that the CCH Foundation is proud to be 
part of this expansion and renovation which is one of 
CCH’s “most forward-thinking projects to date.” 

To learn how you can contribute to the expansion and 
renovation project to benefit local health care, visit 
the Foundation page of www.columbushosp.org or call 
the Foundation office at 402-562-3377. 
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Do you want to learn more about the Columbus Community Hospital Foundation and how it supports the 
work of the hospital? Our new, biannual Your Health Care Connection – Columbus Community Hospital 
Foundation Newsletter with give you the latest news about the Foundation, its projects and how you can 
help support health care in our community.  



The Columbus Community Hospital Foundation is a  
proud supporter of the Briggs & Barrett Project, a  
Nebraska organization that works to reduce the risk 
of Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) and Sudden  
Unexpected Infant Death (SUID). 

SIDS is the leading cause of death in infants between 
one month and one year of age. It’s unexplained,  
happening in seemingly healthy babies, usually during 
sleep.  

The Briggs & Barrett Project was founded by Melissa West 
and Allison Uecker, of Norfolk, Nebraska, two mothers  
who lost their babies to SIDS and committed themselves  
to providing newborn parents in Nebraska with SIDS 
and SUID education, tools and resources.

Understanding the importance of this mission, CCH has 
partnered with the Briggs & Barrett Project to spread its 
message in Columbus. As part of this partnership, all 

new parents who deliver at CCH receive a Halo Sleep 
Sack and a copy of the book “Sleep Baby: Safe and 
Snug.” These materials are meant to promote safe 
sleep practices from day one.

Research shows parents and caregivers can help  
reduce the risk of SIDS and other sleep-related infant 
deaths by placing babies on their backs for all sleep 
times and removing blankets or toys from sleep areas. 
Each Halo Sleep Sack enables babies to be swaddled 
without a blanket, and the “Sleep Baby: Safe and 
Snug” book educates families about SIDS prevention.
This partnership was made possible due to generous  
donations received by the Columbus Community  
Hospital Foundation.

For more information on the partnership between  
Columbus Community Hospital and the Briggs &  
Barrett Project, visit www.columbushosp.org.

Foundation Helps Briggs & 
Barrett Project Spread SIDS 
and SUID Awareness

There are many ways to donate to the Columbus  
Community Hospital Foundation. 

People can give outright gifts, cash gifts, real estate, 
appreciated stock, collections and U.S. Savings Bonds. 
Donors can also donate through planned giving such as 
bequests, life insurance policies, charitable remainder 
trusts and IRAs. 

But one of the more unique ways people can choose to 
give to the Foundation is by donating a memorial tree 
that is planted on the CCH campus. 

Trees can be donated as memorials in honor of  
individuals or groups. The executive director of the 
CCH Foundation, in collaboration with the director of  
CCH plant operations, manages requests for tree  
donations on the hospital campus. 

CCH Foundation staff members then help the donor 
select an appropriate species, an appropriate location 
and coordinate the installation and maintenance of the 

trees with the hospital’s plant operations staff.

Previously, CCH’s memorial trees were located east of 
the hospital’s cafeteria. Due to the hospital’s ongoing 
construction project, the hospital’s memorial trees 
have been moved to a more convenient and acces-
sible location to the southwest of the hospital’s main 
entrance, near the gazebo. 

Each tree may be identified with one commemorative 
plaque and the donor is asked to supply the wording 
for the plaque. The wording, size and shape of the 
plaque must be approved by the Foundation executive 
director. 

The minimum donation for a memorial tree and plaque 
is $350. 

After the donation, the tree becomes the property of 
CCH and CCH staff cannot guarantee the perpetuation 
of the tree. 

A Unique Gift: Donating Memorial Trees



Columbus Community Hospital recently purchased 
the ACCLARENT TruDi™ Nav System, an electromag-
netic navigation system for ear, nose and throat (ENT)  
surgeries. 

The purchase was funded by the CCH Foundation. Carol 
Keller, executive director of the CCH Foundation, said 
the Foundation was happy to bring this new equipment 
to Columbus and area residents. 

“Every department/clinic at CCH and the patients they 
serve deserve the most up-to-date equipment avail-
able,” Keller said. “The Foundation is honored to provide 
another piece of state-of-the-art medical equipment to 
Columbus Community Hospital. As is true for everyone 
here at the Hospital, our ultimate goal is the best  
possible outcome for our patients.”

The ACCLARENT TruDi™ Nav System allows ENT physi-
cians to track and display the real-time location of the 
tip of navigated instruments during intranasal surgical 
procedures. At CCH, the system will be used for endo-
scopic sinus surgery and other types of ENT procedures.

Nila Novotny, MD, otolaryngologist with Columbus 
Otolaryngology Clinic, said the system provides never  
before available accuracy and features in ENT  
procedures. It will enable CCH’s otolaryngologists to 
better serve patients with sinus disease, allergies 
and nasal polyps. Additionally, it will allow CCH’s  
otolaryngologists to provide complicated procedures 
that in the past may have required patients to go to 
larger facilities out of town.  

“Now these patients can have their procedure right 
in Columbus and most likely be home the same 
night,” Dr. Novotny said.  “This was an exceptional  
demonstration of the benefits and hard work of the 
Foundation and the role they play to help Columbus 
meet the community’s health needs.” 

For more information on the ACCLARENT TruDi™ 
Nav System or CCH’s otolaryngology services, visit  
www.columbushosp.org.

Foundation Helps Bring ACCLARENT 
TruDi™ Nav System to CCH

The Columbus Community Hospital Foundation wants to 
help community members protect their loved ones now 
and in the future. That’s why the Foundation offers a 
free Estate Planning Seminar that provides tips on how 
to best plan for an estate, along with common mistakes 
that can be avoided. 

Attendees also learn how to set their houses in order 
and the pros and cons of their options.

The seminars are led by local attorneys, James and 
Thomas Fehringer of Fehringer & Mielak, LLP. 

The most recent Estate Planning Seminar was held 
on Thursday, October 10 in CCH’s Platte and Pawnee 
rooms. 

Community Members 
Benefit from Free Estate 
Planning Seminar

Thomas Fehringer of Fehringer & Mielak, LLP, discusses 
estate planning at the free Estate Planning Seminar on 
October 10 at CCH. 
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There are many convenient ways to make a donation to 
the Columbus Community Hospital Foundation: 

You can deliver or mail your donation to the address 
shown below or donate online by visiting the “Foundation”  
page at www.columbushosp.org. Here, you can donate 
using your credit card by clicking on the “Donate” button 
or you can print out the online donation form, complete it 
and return it to the CCH Foundation office at:

Columbus Community Hospital Foundation
4600 38th Street
Columbus, NE 68601 

For more information on the Foundation and how you can 
offer your support, please call 402-562-3377 or contact 
Foundation staff at foundation@columbushosp.org.

How to Donate: 

The Columbus Community Hospital Foundation was created  
in 2002 to raise and manage donations exclusively for 
CCH. These donations, in turn, enable CCH to purchase 
medical equipment, improve its facility and provide  
beneficial programming for patients and their families. 

A board of directors, comprised of community leaders 
from the Columbus area, oversees the activities of the  
Foundation. The board decides how best to use Foundation  
donations to support CCH and its patients.

When donors give to the Foundation, their gift goes  

directly to the purpose(s) they choose to support.  
Donors may choose from the following ongoing needs: 
CCH’s expansion and renovation project, program  
funding, equipment and medical advancement  
purchases, and the greatest needs fund which  
provides resources to help resolve the hospital’s most 
pressing concerns. 

Donors to the CCH Foundation are assured that their 
contributions are managed and invested wisely and 
that their charitable wishes are honored.

CCH Foundation Board Members: 


