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When Tracy Long first started her  
studies at Wayne State College in 
Wayne, Nebraska, she could not have 
guessed she would graduate with a 
degree in nursing. 

Three years into her program, the  
education major realized teaching was 
not her passion. That summer, she took 
a job as a certified nursing assistant 
(CNA), and the rest was history. 

Long’s mom has worked as a licensed 
practical nurse (LPN) at the hospital in 
Schuyler for 50 years and inspired her 
daughter’s interest in nursing.

“Seeing the difference my mom has 
made in the community, and all the 
lives she’s touched, is truly amazing,” 
Long said. “If I can make a fraction of 
the impact she has made, I will  
consider my career a success.”

After receiving her nursing diploma  
from Bryan College of Health Sciences  
in Lincoln, Nebraska, in 2000, Long 
worked as a nurse with Bryan Health for 
almost two years. 

She and her husband decided to move 
to Columbus to be closer to family. 
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“Honestly, I took the position in the 
OR at Columbus Community Hospital 
in 2002 because it was the only open 
position at the time I needed a job,” 
Long said. “It’s been 20 years now, and 
I can’t imagine doing anything else!”

As a circulating nurse, Long has many 
duties in the operating room, but the 
most important is to advocate for 
patients when they are unable to do so 
themselves. She is also trained as a 
scrub nurse and will occasionally scrub 
in to assist the surgeons.

“One of the main reasons I love what 
I do is because no two days are the 
same,” she said.

Long assists with all services, but she 
primarily works on Mako total joint  
surgeries with the orthopedic team. 

“It has been a great experience  
helping build the robotic total joint 
program and seeing it become so  
successful,” she said.

She is thankful for the support she has 
received from the hospital over the 
years. While pursuing her bachelor’s 
degree online, Long continued working 
full time.

“I felt very supported, not only by my 
director and the OR staff, but also by 
those in education and human  
resources,” she said. “They were all 
truly invested in my success.”

Long encourages anyone interested in 
health care to gain experience by  
observing or shadowing. That can help 
them find an area that best fits their 
interests.

“Nursing now, while so different than 
anything we could have imagined, is 
still one of the most rewarding careers 
there is,” Long said.

To learn more about nursing at  
Columbus Community Hospital, visit our 
website at www.columbushosp.org.
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