
Columbus Community Hospital  •  4600 38th Street  •  Columbus, NE 68602-1800 •  402-564-7118 •  www.columbushosp.org

When Dr. Anthony Krueger was growing up, 
he loved learning about the human body 
and how it works. He grew up watching his 
mother, an OB/GYN nurse practitioner, care 
for her patients and thrive in a career she 
loved. She was the one who  encouraged 
Krueger’s interest in health care.

“For fun, my mom would quiz me with 
medical questions,” he said, “and if I 
didn’t know the answer, I would go read 
about it as much as I could because it 
was so interesting.”

He would read any medical book he could 
get his hands on, so it didn’t take him long 
to learn all 206 bones in the human body. 
That passion never waned, so it wasn’t 
surprising that Krueger pursued a career 
in medicine. He has been a radiologist at 
CCH since 2015. 

Entering health care was an easy choice. 
Deciding what field would be his specialty 
was another story, however.

He job shadowed various specialties in 
high school and college, and in medical 
school, he rotated through all the different 
medical fields.

“There was something I liked about each 
specialty, and I could have seen myself 
doing each one,” Krueger said. “I enjoyed 
orthopedic surgery, emergency medicine 
and anesthesia probably the most, but I 
hadn’t had my radiology rotation yet.”
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Radiology was his last rotation before he 
needed to turn in his application for a 
residency position. Krueger thought he 
had his application ready to go until that 
final rotation, when he saw how radiology 
impacts patients. “I loved the fast pace, 
technology and breadth of knowledge 
radiology provided,” Krueger said.

He made up his mind to go into radiology,  
even though he knew it would be a  
challenge. “I was told how hard radiology 
residency was going to be,” he said. “In 
addition to knowing all the anatomy and 
disease processes you see on imaging 
studies, we needed to learn about the 
various surgical procedures and their 
imaging appearance on CTs and MRIs.”

He completed his residency at the University 
of Nebraska Medical Center, where he was 
the chief resident in his final training year. 
“I consider UNMC one of the top radiology 
residency programs,” he said. “It is a great 
place to learn radiology and interventional 
procedures from some of the top radiol-
ogists in their respective subspecialized 
fields of radiology.” 

Since he joined CCH, Krueger’s primary 
duties have included interpreting radiology 
and nuclear medicine studies, including 
X-rays, computed tomography (CT) scans, 
magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) scans, 
ultrasounds, mammograms, positron 
emission tomography (PET) scans, bone 
scans and gallbladder scans. He also  

performs interventional radiology  
procedures such as steroid injections, 
drainages, and biopsies of organs and 
masses throughout the body.

He said the hospital and the CCH  
Foundation have supported providing the 
tools and equipment necessary to deliver 
the best care to patients in Columbus and 
the surrounding area. The hospital has 
upgraded the mammography unit from 2D 
to 3D, which allows for earlier detection of 
breast cancer. It also has added new MRI 
and CT machines to produce faster scans 
and better images.

“The community is so lucky, and I am 
thankful that CCH has equipment better 
than many places in the bigger cities,” 
Krueger said.

Even though he knew that a career in 
medicine was right for him at an early age, 
Krueger said he believes it is never too late 
to consider entering health care.

“Find what you love, what makes you 
happy, what you want to do for the rest 
of your life,” he said. “Medical school 
and residency training is difficult, but 
take it one day at a time. When I was in 
the middle of it, I didn’t think how long I 
had been in school or how many years I 
had left. I was too busy learning how to 
provide the best care to my current and 
future patients.”
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