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Sometimes the timing is just right and  
everything falls into place. 

That’s how Delanie Hudnall, speech- 
language pathologist, found her perfect fit at 
Columbus Community Hospital’s Wiggles & 
Giggles Therapy for Kids™. 

Hudnall and her family lived in Scottsbluff for 
several years before they decided to move to 
the Columbus area to be near their friends 
and family on this side of the state. 

When she started looking for jobs near  
Columbus, it proved far easier than  
expected. 

Shortly after beginning her search, Hudnall 
received a flier about positions at CCH’s new 
Wiggles & Giggles Therapy for Kids™ clinic. 
Hudnall applied and started working at 
Wiggles & Giggles in June 2004. She’s been 
there since. 

“I was very excited to enter the health care 
world doing what I loved,” Hudnall said. “At 
that time, pediatric therapy positions were 
typically reserved for bigger hospitals and 
rehab centers in Omaha and Lincoln.”

As a speech-language pathologist at Wiggles 
and Giggles, Hudnall provides medically- 
based therapy to pediatric patients with a 
wide variety of needs, including language  
development, speech disorders and  
swallowing disorders. Hudnall coordinates 
closely with her patients’ families, primary 
care physicians, school teams, specialists 
and other therapists within the clinic to  
individualize patients’ treatment protocols.

Hudnall works from 8 a.m.-6 p.m.,  
Monday-Friday, seeing an average of 8 to 
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10 patients a day. When she’s not involved 
in direct patient care, she works on docu-
mentation, developing treatment plans and 
researching treatment approaches. 

Before joining Wiggles and Giggles, Hudnall 
had worked in the Scottsbluff School District 
for five years, covering a caseload of nearly 
100 kids. Though there are many similarities 
between working in a school and a pediatric 
clinic, Hudnall said she has more  
opportunities to develop her interests at 
Wiggles & Giggles.

“Feeding and swallowing disorders are 
of particular interest to me,” she said. 
“Wiggles & Giggles has supported my 
interest and helped me develop this line of 
services.”

Hudnall also enjoys the one-on-one  
experiences she can have with patients and 
their families at Wiggles & Giggles.

She has enjoyed making special connections 
with people since she was a child herself.

When Hudnall grew up, the same harvest 
crew from Oklahoma stayed with them 
for several weeks. One of their daughters, 
Debbie, had Down syndrome. She used 
sign language to help tell people what she 
wanted when they couldn’t understand her 
speech. 

 “I loved developing a friendship with her,” 
Hudnall said.

In high school, Hudnall also learned that she 
enjoyed spending time with older people 
caring for her aging grandfather. 

This love of caring for others led her to 
speech-language pathology. 

“My senior year of high school, I learned 
about the field of speech-language pathol-
ogy,” she said. “I discovered how flexible a 
career in the field could be and how it would 
allow me to care for people of all ages.”

Hudnall received her undergraduate degree 
in communication disorders and her master’s 
degree in speech-language pathology from 
the University of Nebraska at Kearney. Before 
completing her master’s degree, Hudnall also 
did a semester of student teaching under a 
speech pathologist and a 12-week rotation 
with Scottsbluff Regional Hospital. 

Since starting with CCH, Hudnall said she’s 
also had many opportunities for continuing 
education, but that’s just one way the hospital 
has supported her. 

“I’m incredibly proud to work for CCH,” 
she said. “They’ve always supported me in 
terms of professional development but have 
demonstrated incredible support throughout 
the pandemic.”

Hudnall said she appreciates CCH’s efforts to 
keep its employees and patients as safe and 
possible and her supervisor and co-workers’ 
flexibility and support. 

“Last fall, my family went through an 
immense amount of upheaval due to my 
parent’s health,” Hudnall said. “My  
supervisor, Jill, and my co-workers were 
incredibly supportive and knew exactly what 
I needed to be able to meet my patient’s 
needs as well as my family’s.”

To learn more about the Wiggles & Giggles 
team and how they maximize each child’s 
potential through play, columbushosp.org. 
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