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A love for science and a desire to help 
people in a tangible way led Dr. Thomas 
Buttolph to pursue a career in health 
care. 

Buttolph began furthering his passion 
for science at Macalester College in  
St. Paul, Minnesota, where he received 
his bachelor’s degree. He then  
completed medical school through the 
F. Edward Hebert School of Medicine at 
Uniformed Services University of Health 
Sciences in Bethesda, Maryland. 

After medical school, Buttolph started 
his residency in family practice, but later 
moved into undersea medicine in the 
U.S. Navy. During this time, he focused 
on taking care of deep-sea divers and 
researching decompression sickness. 
This experience proved to be pivotal  
for Buttolph. 

“That solidified my interest in using 
laboratory work to support my col-
leagues on the front lines of health 
care,” Buttolph said. 
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Since then, he has spent the last 30 
years in clinical practice. 

In November 2020, Buttolph began 
working with Columbus Community  
Hospital in the laboratory as a pathol-
ogist. He is currently serving as the 
laboratory medical director, in which role 
he oversees the laboratory and cancer 
care diagnostics. 

“We were excited to have Dr. Buttolph 
join pathology medical services to fill 
the void created by Dr. Steven Lacey’s 
retirement in December,” said Ryan 
DeHaan, MD, president of Pathology 
Medical Services, P.C.

Buttolph explained that he wanted to 
be able to work with people and make a 
lasting impact. Now he is able to do  
just that. 

“I spend each day looking at biopsy 
slides and laboratory quality control 
data, and talking through cases with 
my clinical colleagues to help them 
make treatment decisions,” he said. 

Buttolph praised the hospital’s well- 
resourced laboratory for its incredible 
depth of experienced laboratory  
professionals and clinical colleagues. 
“It’s gratifying to work as a part of such 
a strong team,” he said.

Buttolph encourages people to look into 
careers in health care, even if they have 
never considered it before. 

“It’s a demanding and fulfilling field 
that has many different facets,” he 
said. “Consider more than one of those 
facets when looking into it.”  

To learn more about Buttolph or  
Columbus Community Hospital’s  
laboratory, visit columbushosp.org.
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