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The coronavirus pandemic has had a big  
impact on Andrew Sheridan, both  
professionally and personally.

At work, he normally would be helping  
student-athletes through his role as a  
certified and licensed athletic trainer in the 
sports rehab department of Columbus  
Community Hospital. Sheridan has been 
assigned as the athletic trainer at Scotus 
Central Catholic for two years. 

Due to the COVID-19 outbreak, schools have 
been closed and sports have been put on 
pause. Athletic trainers like himself have 
found their day-to-day duties changed.

“I’m no longer attending practices and 
games, organizing treatment or doing injury 
reports or practice plans,” he said.

Instead, Sheridan is assisting Occupational 
Health Services by screening people at a local 
manufacturing plant for COVID-19. He asks 
those coming into the business questions 
about their health and travels, takes their 
temperature and checks to make sure they 
don’t have other symptoms of the  
coronavirus.

He never thought he’d be doing that kind 
of job, but he said it is a good fit because 
athletic trainers have a vast skill set and good 
medical knowledge. He said he is happy he is 
able to help.
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Adapting to certain safety protocols has been 
a challenge for him personally. Not only is 
Sheridan a self-described “social person” 
who likes to interact with family and friends, 
he also has a big event on the horizon that 
could be compromised by practicing social 
distancing.

He and his fiancée are planning their  
wedding. They had a date set for June 13,  
but that might not stick. So they are making  
a back-up plan.

“We’ve put together all of the details and  
intricacies of two wedding dates because 
we felt we needed to have a plan B if we 
have to postpone our original plans,”  
he said.

The June date doesn’t look very promising, 
Sheridan said, especially if they want to have 
a church full of people and a reception.

It was upsetting to have their wedding plans 
interrupted, but Sheridan has learned to just 
accept the situation.

“At first it was disappointing because you 
get so excited for it. You want everything 
to be perfect. Once you realize you have no 
control over it and it was not because of 
anything we had done and it’s just because 
of the world we are in right now, it makes it 
easier to just roll with it,” he said.

Seeing how fellow CCH employees have had  
to make their own sacrifices and have worked  
together for a common goal has made  
Sheridan proud to work for the hospital.

“We have so many people who step up to  
assist in different roles outside of their  
normal routines. Our leadership has  
continued to be excellent in their roles.  
They have provided us the confidence that  
we are making the right decisions and are 
putting ourselves in position to be best  
prepared for all of this,” he said. “The  
complete selflessness and service to our 
community from our hospital family, I’ve  
never been around anything like it. I believe  
it is unmatched.”
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