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Lela Schaecher is adapting to the changes 
that have come because of the COVID-19 
outbreak in all aspects of her professional 
and personal life.

There is one part that is proving to be difficult, 
and there isn’t much she can do about it.

Her first grandbaby is due in a few weeks.  
The likelihood that she will be able to be with 
her daughter who lives in Omaha for the birth 
is not looking promising.

When asked how she is coping with that  
reality, Schaecher just laughed and said,  
“Not well.”

“I haven’t seen my daughter face-to-face in 
two months. Now I don’t even know if I’ll be 
able to get to see the baby,” she said.

The only thing to do is take it week to week.
Schaecher is the clinical coordinator for home 
health and hospice at Columbus Community 
Hospital. She said she knows she is not the 
only one dealing with situations like hers 
having important life moments interrupted by 
a pandemic.

Even though COVID-19 might throw a wrench 
into her plans, Schaecher, who is a registered 
nurse, believes it is important to continue to 
follow guidelines to help slow the spread of 
the disease, even if that means missing out 
on moments like the birth of a grandchild.
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“We do need to keep up with what we are 
doing. We need to keep social distancing 
and washing our hands. I think we will come 
out of this as a better society and a better 
facility because we will learn a lot from this. 
We just need to be patient,” she said.

That means also adapting to changes have 
been implemented at work.

Home health and hospice has continued to 
provide services, though there has been  
additional safety protocols put in place.

The nurses are working mostly from home, 
unless they are doing home visits. Before 
a visit, patients are now screened through 
a telephone call to make sure they haven’t 
been in contact with someone who has 
COVID-19 or showed symptoms.

“Even if it is a patient we see routinely, we 
screen them,” Schaecher said.

Nurses on home visits also wear personal 
protective equipment.

For Schaecher, her job has shifted toward 
working in the office more and less direct 
patient care. She is busy with chart reviews, 
diagnosis coding, changes with Medicare 
guidelines and keeping up with COVID-19 
protocol that can vary day-to-day because of 
the coronavirus.

Schaecher has worked at CCH for 25 years, 
including 10 years in the emergency room. 
Nothing she has experienced before can  
compare to COVID-19.

The action taken by those in leadership roles 
at the hospital to deal with the unprecedented 
pandemic has made her proud.

“They have all been committed to keeping up 
with the virus. The incident command team 
has been outstanding. I think we have been 
ahead of the game and maybe that won’t 
keep us in this as long,” she said.
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