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The rapid spread of a novel coronavirus and 
the impact it has had might seem like the plot 
of a disaster movie.

Dr. Daniel Rosenquist, a family practice 
physician, said the pandemic would have 
been a great movie script. Except this isn’t a 
Hollywood blockbuster. It’s real life. 

Like others in the health care industry,  
Rosenquist, who has worked at Columbus 
Family Practice since 1987, has planned for 
and dealt with COVID-19 over the last  
several months. It is a situation he hadn’t 
experienced before.

“It’s amazing when you think that if the 
first cases started to show up in China in 
December that we are only six-and-a-half 
months later. Never have we seen anything 
this aggressive, this worldwide and this 
fast,” he said. 

As a physician, he said it is frustrating not 
having the medicines, therapies and  
procedures in place to help cure patients  
of the virus.

“Many times in medicine, we think in a year 
or two or three we will be able to have an 
answer. In this situation, we don’t have the 
luxury of that kind of time. Everything right 
now is somewhat experimental, like what 
medication and therapies people are trying. 
I have never seen anything like that,”  
Rosenquist said.

He is constantly staying informed about 
COVID-19 by reaching out to colleagues 
and listening to different sources on a local, 
national and international level. Information 
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has changed often, and, as a result, so have 
the processes used to administer health care 
to patients.

Rosenquist said he hasn’t been seeing as 
many patients in person but rather transi-
tioned to telehealth for some. He estimates 
that a quarter to half of the clinic’s patients 
are seen via telehealth. Patients with acute 
needs who do still come to the clinic go 
through a screening process. That is one  
safety measure implemented at the clinic 
during the pandemic. Others measures 
include mask requirements, Plexiglas barriers 
at the front desks, eye protection for clinical 
staff and an increased awareness for proper 
hand washing hygiene.

Every patient he does see, whether that is 
face-to-face or through telehealth, asks about 
COVID-19. 

“It doesn’t matter if that is what they are 
calling about or if that is what we are  
seeing them about. Everyone is concerned 
and it’s on everyone’s minds,” he said.

Rosenquist does say that most people who do 
get the virus will be asymptomatic or not have 
any real serious complications.

“Even if you look at the numbers in Ne-
braska, there are a lot of positive tests. We 
have been lucky that our deaths have been 
relatively low,” he said.

Despite that, he encourages people to prac-
tice social responsibility and keep in mind 
the members of the vulnerable population 
who could experience severe health issues if 
exposed to COVID-19.

“You need to social distance and wear 
masks in public. You need to do everything 
you can to do your part,” he said.

He has been encouraged by the proactive 
effort put forth from the local health commu-
nity to address the pandemic, which includes 
Columbus Community Hospital, East Central 
District Health Department and physicians.

“The community has prepared about as well 
as we could have. We seem to be managing 
things well. It is hard to say we have things 
under control, but we have managed as well 
as we can. I think the providers, the hospital 
and health department are in constant  
communication with each other trying to 
make sure they know what each other is 
doing, supporting each other and providing 
each other with resources,” he said.

He believes that the pandemic will affect how 
health care is delivered in the future. Wearing 
personal protective equipment and screening 
patients might become the norm.
Whatever the impact is, Rosenquist does have 
faith that this crisis will be weathered. 

“I don’t know what it will look like on the 
other side, but we all can get through this,” 
he said.
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