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A bit of creativity is needed to celebrate a 
birthday during a pandemic.

Erin Mozer wanted her son to have a party as 
he was turning 5 years old.

Unable to have a gathering of family and 
friends in person to mark the occasion, she 
turned to technology.

“We had a Zoom birthday party. It took us a 
while to work out the kinks but it did work 
out. Everyone sang happy birthday to him 
and he blew out the candles on his cake,” 
said Mozer, a pharmacist at Columbus  
Community Hospital.

About seven groups of people were able to 
take part in the party. While it wasn’t the 
typical birthday bash, it was a way to carry on 
during a global pandemic.

Many people are having to make adjustments 
in their work and home life because of the 
coronavirus outbreak.

It isn’t any different for Mozer. Aside from  
the technology-assisted birthday party, she 
has made changes in her day-to-day life  
incorporating social distancing, like  
switching to ordering groceries online and 
getting take-out orders of food from local 
restaurants instead of dining in.

When COVID-19 started to make headlines in 
the news, Mozer said she thought the focus 
on it was a bit of an overreaction. She had 
that discussion while on a ski trip to Colorado.
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“When we were gone, that is when the first 
case in Nebraska occurred. After that, and 
listening to all the press conferences and 
reading about it in the news, I started  
realizing that this was a bigger deal that 
what we thought initially,” she said.

That became even clearer once she returned 
home from her trip and her family had to 
self-quarantine.

“We hadn’t been skiing for 10 years, so  
the one year that we do go skiing this  
happens,” Mozer said with a laugh.

Those two weeks led to Mozer experiencing 
what it would be like working from home with 
her two children. All the pharmacists are set 
up to work at home now. There is a rotating 
schedule to limit the number of people who 
actually do come into the hospital to work in 
the pharmacy.

That has taken a while to get used to, but it 
hasn’t been the most difficult adjustment.

“The most glaring challenge for pharmacy 
in particular during this pandemic is the 
procurement of needed drug items that are 
currently in short supply. This would include 
medications to keep patients sedated on 
ventilators, as well as necessary breathing 
treatments like metered dose inhalers,” 
Mozer said.

The single most challenging aspect on both a 
personal and professional level is the  
uncertainly surrounding COVID-19.

“I think one of the things that makes dealing 
with the pandemic so difficult is the un-
known. Not knowing when it will overwhelm 
our community or if it will at all. Not knowing 
how long these changes we have had to 
implement will last. When will we be able to 
go back to life as we used to know it? Will my 
son get to experience his first day of  
kindergarten this fall or will he have online 
classes to take? No one can really say for 
sure, only time will tell. It makes it difficult to 
plan for the future,” she said.

Mozer believes the CCH leadership team is  
doing a great job and took a proactive  
approach to the pandemic. Seeing the  
teamwork from staff stepping up to take on 
extra duties has made her proud to work at 
the hospital. It is also heartwarming to see the 
generosity of the community through donations 
of homemade masks and personal protective 
equipment over the last couple of months.
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