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Zac Kavan has been making sure the  
demands for supplies during the coronavirus  
outbreak are being met at Columbus  
Community Hospital.

For the last nine years, Kavan has worked at 
the hospital and is the director of materials 
management. On top of ensuring that all 
departments that have continued operations 
during the pandemic have been supported, 
he also is working to secure sought-after  
materials, like personal protective equipment 
(PPE), for CCH.

It has been a challenge to find some  
supplies because of a high demand all 
across the globe. Kavan said he has had to 
pivot from standard practices and suppliers 
to acquire the majority of PPE equipment 
through alternate channels.

“Finding and negotiating with vendors 
can be time consuming. They have other 
customers, sometimes much larger than 
Columbus Community Hospital that are 
demanding the same supplies. So they  
are being pulled in multiple, different 
directions as well. And it can be difficult to 
find a compromise on the price and  
quantity of items in high demand,” he said.

Integrating a significantly larger supply base 
beyond the main two or three distributors 
typically used is one of the biggest  
differences Kavan has experienced over the 
course of the past few months.

“We’ve received hand sanitizer from the 
University of Nebraska, face shields from 
Central Community College and Behlen 
(Mfg.), pandemic masks from East Central 
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District Health Department and elastic 
and rubber bands from individual suppliers 
off Etsy. We’ve even bypassed our normal 
distribution channels on some occasions 
and negotiated direct deliveries from  
manufacturers for isolation gowns and 
masks,” he said.

The PPE supplies is used throughout the 
hospital, including by the nurses and other 
staff members in the COVID-19 testing sites. 
Seeing those people working on the frontline 
is what makes Kavan most grateful to work 
at CCH.

“Every day, I look outside at the nurses 
running the outdoor testing area and it 
makes me proud to support such brave 
individuals. No one is consistently closer to 
this pandemic than they are, and they run 
headfirst into it every day. Many of them 
have their own families at home and they 
are navigating being a substitute teacher 
for their children as well after being on the 
frontline. It’s hard not to admire that kind 
of bravery and perseverance,” Kavan said.

He, too, has a family at home. Incorporating  
safety guidelines into his everyday life  
outside of work, like social distancing,  
hasn’t been that difficult for him or his  
wife and children.

“We live outside of town, so we’re used 
to a little bit of isolation at home. We 
continue to go on family walks, bike rides 
and have family game nights. I’ve also had 
several opportunities to get in some bass 
fishing, which is a huge stress reliever for 
me personally,” he said.

There is the want to get together with  
other family members and friends, but it is  
important to stay the course.

“I think we all would like to spend a bit  
more time together, but we also have to 
remember we have a responsibility to protect 
each other. Grandma misses the grandkids, 
and grandpa calls about once every other 
day, so I know they are starting to get a bit 
lonely. I think the situation is more difficult 
on empty nesters than maybe those of us 
with kids. Kids keep you busy,” he said.

Whether at work assuring that the hospital  
has supplies necessary to meet the challenges 
of the pandemic or at home spending time 
with his family, Kavan looks positively toward 
the future and wants people to have faith.

“Life will be different, but we’ll get through. 
If you ever have doubts, look at all the great 
things this community has done to prepare, 
support and protect each other. We’re too 
resilient not to make it out the other side. 
People are strong, and we’re even stronger 
together. This pandemic is showing just how 
strong Columbus can be,” he said.
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