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Nate Fuerhoff has found himself fielding a 
lot of questions lately.

Even extended family members he hasn’t 
talked to in a while are reaching out to him 
asking about the coronavirus outbreak.

That is what happens when you are a  
respiratory therapist working during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Fuerhoff is the director 
of respiratory care and the sleep lab at 
Columbus Community Hospital.

Since February, he has also been part of  
the CCH incident command team helping  
the hospital and community prepare for  
the pandemic. 

“I think we’ve been able to get a good plan 
in place with all our hard work. With this 
being a novel virus, though, everything 
changes daily, so I am still spending most 
of my day looking at updates on therapies 
and best practices and adding them to our 
plan and making sure we have the staff 
and equipment to properly take care of 
our patients,” Fuerhoff said. “Every day we 
learn something new so we are constantly 
adjusting our plans.”

Keeping up with the ever-evolving changes 
has been the biggest challenge for him 
during the pandemic because so much 
wasn’t and still isn’t known about COVID-19.

“This isn’t something that we’ve had 20 
years or even one year to research and 
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learn about, so everything we are learning 
and doing is being learned on the fly.  
We found out that a lot of the things we  
assumed early were not true, and we had 
to adjust. That’s not always something 
easy to do in health care, but we’ve been 
able to do it here very well thanks to  
excellent teamwork,” he said.

That ability to work together on a day-to- 
day basis at CCH has been rewarding for 
Fuerhoff to see. He also appreciates the  
effort that has gone into educating the 
public about the virus and guidelines that 
should be followed.

“I’m proud of how quickly we recognized 
and starting planning for everything. We 
really got started weeks before most 
places had even really had discussions 
about the pandemic. We were able to 
really prepare well. Also, (I’m proud of) our 
involvement with the community as far as 
education and getting good information 
out to the community. I think we did a 
great job of looking at the pandemic as a 
community issue and not just as an  
organizational issue for CCH,” he said.

It feels good to hear from the public how 
much that educational effort has helped.

Fuerhoff is also reminding his family and 
friends to stick to the guidelines, even 
though he knows that can be difficult to 
do especially as time goes by and with the 
weather warming up. 

“For the most part, they are all trying to 
follow the rules, but a lot of them are anx-
ious to get back to normal, which I think 
everyone is. I just try to remind them all of 
why the distancing rules are so important,” 
he said.

Fuerhoff believes that the hospital is as  
prepared as humanly possible and he wants 
that relayed to his co-workers and the public.

“A lot of people have been working very long 
and hard hours to make sure that both CCH 
and our community would be well taken 
care of during this pandemic. We are ready, 
but it’s still very important to follow all our 
distancing rules and to be careful since 
social distancing is still our biggest weapon 
again COVID-19,” he said.
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