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Julie Dring had a good idea what impact the 
novel coronavirus would bring when it hit  
the area.

For months she had been getting updates 
from her son who lives in Singapore about the 
effects the virus has had on that Asian nation.

“When this started in China, he would give 
us an inkling of what was happening there. 
He said, ‘Mom, when this hits the states, it 
is really going to be a big thing,’” Dring said.

There have been more than 30,000 confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 in Singapore. Her son has 
lived there for two years and she said he has 
been staying at home since Feb. 13.

“He’s not married, has no TV and lives in a 
400-square-foot apartment. He is going  
absolutely stir-crazy,” Dring said.

Even with getting a first-hand account of how 
COVID-19 was affecting other areas of the 
globe before making a big impact in the Unit-
ed States, Dring said it still has been surreal 
seeing the preparation for and action taken 
during the pandemic.

She has had a front-row seat to a lot of that 
work. Dring is usually the receptionist at 
Columbus Otolaryngology in the Healthpark 
Medical Office Building at Columbus  
Community Hospital. Several weeks ago, 
when clinics began limiting patients to only 
those with acute needs, Dring found herself 
with limited work to do. So, she began handling 
desk duty at the main entrance at CCH.

Day-by-day, Dring has watched protocols put 
in place come to life, from putting up huts  
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outside for the drive-thru COVID-19  
assessment and testing site to the day extra 
cots were unloaded and taken upstairs at the 
hospital. Seeing that has made the pandemic 
a reality.

“It just kind of hit me that this is really 
happening. I think we are really naive and 
believe that this couldn’t happen in a small, 
rural community. When you see that and 
what has been happening, it is surreal,” she 
said.

The day that it really hit her, though, was after 
the first positive COVID-19 case in Columbus 
was announced. The number of people com-
ing to the assessment and testing site really 
begin to increase, and she could see all that 
from her seat at the front desk, from which 
she has a view of the parking lot.

“The Monday after the first case, cars were 
lined up about five deep. I thought that this 
is what they were prepping us for. In my 
head I was thinking if we were really  
prepared, but I can’t say enough about 
upper staff. Nicole Blaser, Amy Blaser and 
Krista Beiermann, they knew how to put all 
this together. They thought of every aspect. 
I don’t feel at all that there was ever a day 
when this has been chaotic,” Dring said.

Over the past several weeks, Dring has 
helped in other areas, like being a runner for 
nurses working at the drive-thru site and as-
sisting those at the COVID-19 hotline at East 
Central District Health Department. She said 
what she has appreciated during that time 
is getting to know co-workers on a personal 
level, especially those on the frontline. She 

has had an opportunity to become acquainted 
and even friends with some co-workers she 
never knew.

“The most rewarding thing is we are all work-
ing together. I’m working with people who I 
have never met before. I feel that’s reward-
ing. They have a place in my heart because 
they are risking their lives for me every day,” 
she said.

Dring said she wishes she had a crystal ball 
so she could see the future and know that life 
will return to normal. The pandemic has made 
her put some projects on hold, like building a 
retirement home in South Dakota with her  
husband. Dring is also really wanting to see 
family, including a new grandchild she hasn’t 
met yet.

Despite the challenges being endured now, 
Dring is hopeful that people will see how im-
portant it is to spend time with loved ones and 
to manage their fast-paced lives.

“I hope this is an eye-opener for people to 
realize they need to slow down and enjoy life, 
enjoy their family,” she said.
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