
As the winter weather grows cooler, the Columbus Field-
house project is heating up. The structure, located north 
of the Columbus Wellness Center near 31st Street and 
41st Avenue in Columbus, underwent significant changes 
this fall. 

The multimillion-dollar project measures approximately 
65 feet from the base to the center peak. It will include 
a 101,500-square-foot field turf area, batting cages, mini 
putting greens, tennis courts, pickleball courts, basketball 
courts and volleyball courts. The plans for the fieldhouse 
also include racquetball, a cycle studio and spaces for per-
sonalized fitness, circuit training and cardio. 

Over the past few months, the project’s construction 
crew, JE Dunn, continued working on steel erection and 
concrete pours inside the new facility. The crew also  
finished the steel erection for the strength expansion at 
the Columbus Family YMCA (located on the west side of 
the Columbus Wellness Center) and the Rehab Services 
and Wiggles & Giggles expansion (located on the east 

side of the Wellness Center). The completed steel erection  
allowed the crew to enclose the exterior walls and continue 
with interior wall framing and mechanical, electrical and 
plumbing work throughout the winter. 

Crews are still on track to complete the project at the end 
of 2023, and the facility should open in 2024. 

To learn more about the Columbus Fieldhouse project, visit 
columbushosp.org. 
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The Columbus Community Hospital Foundation has spent the last several years supporting the work of the hospital. 
This biannual Your Health Care Connection — Columbus Community Hospital Foundation newsletter will share with 
you the latest news about the foundation, its projects and how you can help support health care in our community.  



Thankful, grateful and blessed — these are  
common words used to describe many people.
As the Columbus Community Hospital Foundation 
executive director, I am all of the above. 

I am thankful our hospital is always forward- 
thinking, innovative and passionate about ensuring 
Columbus and our surrounding communities have 
everything they need for their health care. For a 
city of our size, we are lucky to have a beautiful  
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hospital, hundreds of medical professionals, a committed senior leadership 
team and hospital board members who care deeply about our community. 

I am grateful for the foundation’s board of directors, with whom I have the 
privilege to work. These extraordinary individuals give their time, talents and 
expertise to ensure our foundation continues to grow. They also collaborate 
with the hospital board of directors when making financial decisions and 
have the utmost respect for one another. This dedicated group is committed 
to providing only the best for our hospital and community. 

I’m blessed to be an employee of the hospital for almost 24 years. I have 
worked for some fantastic directors, managers and leaders who have had 
faith in me. They have provided me with tools to expand my knowledge and 
continue thriving within our organization. Being the foundation director 
has allowed me to share my trust and faith in our organization. I have the  
opportunity to meet wonderful people, create new friendships, foster  
relationships and continue to grow as an individual and leader — knowing all 
the work we do benefits the hospital and everyone I care for.

Please consider donating to the foundation, knowing we are always  
extremely thankful, grateful and blessed by your support.

I hope 2023 brings you abundant happiness, good health and time to enjoy 
the simple things in life. 

Sincerely,

Cori Fullner 
Executive director

As 2022 winds down 
and we look forward 
to 2023, I’ve reflected 
on the foundation’s 
accomplishments this 
year. 

In March, we cele-
brated the opening  
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of our newly renovated chapel with a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony. The renova-
tion project was possible thanks to a 
generous donation from Julie Jarecke  
Gebauer and her husband, Davin. Gebauer, 
a foundation donor, is a Columbus native 
who wanted to honor her parents, Joseph 
and Anita Jarecke. The chapel serves as a 
place of prayer, reflection and gathering for 
families, patients and physicians. Addition-
ally, it is a quiet spot for employees to take 
a break from their day.

A few months later, the hospital opened 
its new cardiac catheterization lab. If you 
recall, our 2021-22 year-end appeal raised 
money for two intra-aortic balloon pumps 
for the lab. Each pump costs $85,000, and 
having the equipment has allowed hospi-
tal employees to provide lifesaving care to 
your family, friends and neighbors.

We also included a new activity hole at our 
annual “Holing out Fore Health” event this 
summer. The activity allowed participants 
to “split the pot” if they successfully hit the 
golf ball in the hole using their choice of 
a pool cue, baseball bat or hockey stick. 
There were three courtesy cart sponsors 
and a trophy for the last-place team.

All these “new” additions have made for 
an exciting year, and I appreciate the hard 
work Cori Fullner and Rita Samuelson have 
done promoting the foundation.

On behalf of our foundation board, thank 
you for your continued support this year. 
Thank you for your trust and support in our 
decisions to make this community a better 
place, and best wishes for a happy holiday 
season and a healthy new year.

Jay Trofholz
Chairman of the board

Airway container system saves lives 
for local families
One of the ways babies and young children explore their new world is by putting 
things in their mouths, which can be incredibly dangerous and frightening for 
parents. About 3,000 people in the U.S. die each year after choking on an item 
that becomes stuck in their airways.

This year, the foundation’s “Holing out For Health” golf committee chose to 
use proceeds from the event to purchase a Storz pediatric and adult emergent 
airway scope and tray set for the hospital’s surgical services department. This 
system gives local medical professionals the tools they need to safely remove 
foreign objects from the airways of adult and pediatric patients. It has already 
saved four lives within the past few months. (continued on back page)

Jay Trofholz
Cori Fullner



Each year the foundation selects a new project for its 
year-end appeal. This year, it chose the Fluoroscan®  
InSight® Mini C-arm extremities imaging system for the 
hospital’s surgical services department. 

“The new Fluoroscan InSight Mini C-arm is the latest in 
updated technology,” said Sue Hrnicek, director of sur-
gical services at the hospital. “It gives our surgeons a 
higher-resolution picture and a larger screen on which 
to view X-rays. It also increases safety for patients and 
providers by reducing the levels of radiation exposure. 
We’re grateful the foundation selected this equipment 
for its end-of-year appeal project because it’s light-
weight and user-friendly and will greatly benefit our staff 
and patients.”

This state-of-the-art X-ray machine offers enhanced  
positioning, flexibility and convenient mobility to accom-
modate complex upper and lower extremity procedures. 
The system incorporates a rotating flat detector, which 
allows doctors to see long bones. It also helps minimize 
radiation by preventing exposure to the unused area of 
the system. 

2022 year-end appeal project

The foundation’s mission is to build goodwill and financial 
support for the hospital. With community donations for new 
technology such as the imaging system, the foundation  
ensures the hospital can continue offering high-quality 
health care close to home. 
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CCH Cares

You never know when a tragedy will strike. When it does, 
the foundation and fellow hospital employees have you 
covered through the “CCH Cares” fund.

The CCH Cares Employee Relief Program provides an 
easy way for hospital employees to help their co-workers 
by providing short-term financial assistance during severe 
financial hardships or emergencies. Situations that may 
qualify for assistance include:
 • Accident or illness of the employee, spouse or  
  immediate family member. 
 • Death of an employee, immediate family member or  
  spouse.
 • Travel and other expenses related to the care of a  
  critically ill employee, spouse or immediate family  
  member.
 • Military deployment. 
 • Natural disaster. 
 • Other critical incidents that cause a dramatic  
  disruption in income or loss of primary residence. 

During such events, an employee of the hospital for at least 
six months may apply for assistance and is not required to 
pay back the received amount. For all requests approved 
by the CCH Cares committee, the foundation will make pay-
ment to the organization(s) whose services the employee 
requires. If the need is for food or gas, the employee will 
receive a gift card(s) to a grocery store or gas station for food 
or gas only.



© 2022 Columbus Community Hospital, Inc. Cori Fullner, executive director
402-562-3375
cjfullner@columbushosp.org

Rita Samuelson, development assistant
402-562-3377
rjsamuelson@columbushosp.org

There are many convenient ways to make a donation to 
the Columbus Community Hospital Foundation: 

You can deliver or mail your donation to the address below,  
or donate online by visiting the “Foundation” page at  
columbushosp.org. There, you can donate using your  
credit card by clicking on the “Donate” button, or you can 
print out the online donation form, complete it and return 
it to the CCH Foundation office at:

Columbus Community Hospital Foundation
PO Box 1800
Columbus, NE 68602 

For more information on the foundation and how you can 
offer your support, please call 402-562-3377, or contact 
foundation staff at foundation@columbushosp.org.

How to Donate: 
Foundation Board Members: 

An estimated 1 million Americans live with Parkinson’s 
disease, and doctors make a new diagnosis every nine  
minutes. Parkinson’s disease can cause difficulty with 
walking, balance, stability, speech, vision, handwriting, 
muscle stiffness, voice quality, swallowing and eating. 

The foundation and the hospital’s Rehab Services  
department sponsor a program for those struggling with 
this disease. The goal is to improve quality of life for  

individuals with the disease by teaching them unique 
exercises.

Parkinson’s disease does not have to halt you in your 
tracks. There are support groups and programs available 
to help individuals living with the condition get started 
and continue positively living their life. Parkinson-specific 
programs include:

• PWR!Moves®
• Rock Steady Boxing®
• Loud Crowd® and Speak Out®

The Columbus Area Parkinson’s Wellness Group also 
meets in the hospital’s first-floor conference center on 
the second Thursday of the month.

The foundation has received generous donations to keep 
these programs thriving, growing and evolving. If you 
want more information regarding Parkinson’s disease, 
please get in touch with Rehab Services at the Wellness 
Center at 402-562-3333 or visit columbushosp.org.

Foundation fights back 
against Parkinson’s disease
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Marty Nore
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The foundation is proud to have raised $153,134 through 
its fundraiser event and purchased equipment that makes 
a lifesaving difference for families in our community. 

Do you want to participate in next year’s golf event? Mark 
your calendar for June 2, 2023, and contact the founda-
tion for more information on how to get involved.

Airway container system saves lives for local families (continued)


