
Valentine’s Day 2022 at Columbus Community Hospital 
will be a day close to our hearts. That’s because it’s the 
opening day for the cardiac catheterization lab, a service 
our community has needed for several years. 

According to Sue Hrnicek, surgical services director, the car-
diac cath lab will be a full-service facility where staff perform 
a wide variety of tests and procedures, including ablation, 
angiogram, angioplasty and pacemaker implantation. 

The CCH Foundation has pledged to fund one or two intra- 
aortic balloon pumps (IABP) for the cath lab. Each IABP 
cost $85,000. 

An IABP is a type of therapeutic device that helps the heart 
pump more blood. It consists of a thin, flexible tube called 
a catheter with a long balloon attached to its tip. The bal-
loon is called an intra-aortic balloon, or IAB. The other end 
of the catheter is connected to a computer console, which 
is a mechanism for inflating and deflating the balloon at 
the proper time when a person’s heart beats. 

IABP therapy is used to treat cardiogenic shock, which  
results from some heart problems. Such problems include: 
   •  Unstable angina.
   •  Heart attack.
   •  Certain abnormal heart rhythms.

A health care provider determines how long a patient 
needs the IABP treatment. Some require treatment only 
until their heart condition improves, while others need it 
until they can receive a more permanent treatment. 

According to Cori Fullner, executive director of the CCH 
Foundation, the IABP is an important piece of  life-saving 
equipment. 

“When a loved one comes into the hospital with heart 
problems, we want equipment like the intra-aortic  
balloon pump to be available,” Fullner said. “It can be 
used as a patient is being transported to another facility.” 

If a patient is transported out of the hospital with an 
IABP, it would be helpful for the hospital to have another 
one available if needed, said Fullner.

“Everyone has someone they know who has heart issues,” 
Fuller said. “That balloon pump could save their life.” 

Fullner said that is why it’s so important to donate to the 
foundation. She said every penny donated stays within the 
hospital to offer high-quality health care close to home.

“A donation, large or small, makes a significant differ-
ence,” Fullner said. “We are so grateful for all those who 
open their hearts and donate to the foundation.”
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The Columbus Community Hospital Foundation has spent the last 10 months of this extremely challenging 
year supporting the work of the hospital. This biannual Your Health Care Connection – Columbus Community  
Hospital Foundation Newsletter will share with you the latest news about the foundation, its projects and 
how you can help support health care in our community.  

 • Heart failure.
 • Heart defects.



Giving is a selfless act; you give because 
you truly care.

Christmastime always brings to mind gift- 
giving. We all search to find the perfect  
gifts to give to our loved ones, friends 
and co-workers. We give because we truly 
care.

What is the power 
of giving?

a message from 
board chair bob irby

Our hospital foundation wants our patients to have the best care; our 
staff to have the newest equipment and tools; our community to know 
our facility is top-notch and we will care for their loved ones, neighbors 
and friends like they are our family. Our hospital foundation gives back 
to our hospital because we truly care.

Our foundation wants to continue to contribute to the hospital for many, 
many years. To do this, we need the help of our supporters, new and 
old. Our donors give because they truly care.

What options are there for giving to the hospital foundation?

• Intra-aortic balloon pump project - This vital piece of equipment 
(times two) will be used in the new cardiac catheterization lab. This 
balloon pump could save someone’s life! Each pump costs $85,000.

• Greatest Needs - This fund provides financial support for a depart-
ment’s “wish list,” which is composed of capital items not included in 
its yearly budget.

• Volunteer Support - This fund provides equipment and needed  
supplies for the volunteers. These individuals are a wonderful part of 
the CCH family.

• Hospice - This department of our hospital is with you during a very 
difficult time in your life. Caregivers provide compassion, trust, love 
and tremendous care to you and your loved ones.

• Building Pride - This fund provides beautification, artwork, charging 
stations, etc., throughout the hospital facility and off-site locations.

• Medical Advancement - This fund assists with purchasing new med-
ical technology/equipment and upgrading existing technology/equip-
ment.

• The Sterling Society - This legacy-giving society is for those who have 
or wish to have the hospital foundation included in their estate plans 
(life insurance, property, will, securities or trust).

Did you know that every dollar donated to our foundation stays in our 
hospital to benefit you, our hospital employees and every patient who 
comes through our hospital doors? As you search for the perfect gifts 
to give to those you love, please consider contributing to our hospital 
foundation — because we know you truly care.

We wish you a blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Sincerely,

Cori Fullner
Executive director

As 2021 winds down 
and we begin to look 
forward to 2022, the 
Columbus Community 
Hospital Foundation 
board of directors 
would like to reflect on 
our exciting journey.
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(continued on p. 3)

The past year has included the opportu-
nity to welcome a new executive director, 
as Cori Fullner joined the foundation. We 
have moved to a new office space on the 
first floor of the hospital, and launched a 
new program called The Sterling Society 
that helps people include the foundation in 
their estate planning process. We also set 
a new record with the annual golf tourna-
ment that will help us continue the support 
of all the new plans for the hospital. All of 
these “new” additions in 2021 have made 
this an exciting year.

Not new, but greatly respected and  
appreciated, is the giving spirit within the 
Columbus community that is alive and well. 
You have proven that by supporting the 
hospital and the growing health care infra-
structure. However, we have so much more 
that can be done. 

Year-end giving is a chance to invest in the 
future of health care within our community. 
Making a contribution to the CCH Founda-
tion helps move your intentions forward  
toward the greater good of our community. 
Every dollar donated to the foundation stays 
within Columbus Community Hospital to 
continue its advancement.

Our foundation fundraising project for 
2021 is for an intra-aortic balloon pump. 
This vital piece of equipment will be used 
in the new cardiac catheterization lab that 
was completed in 2021, and that you will 
be hearing more about in early 2022. Stay 
tuned! Each pump costs $85,000, and 



The 11th annual Precious H.E.A.R.T.S. (Healing, Embracing 
and Remembering Through Sharing) interfaith memorial 
service took place Saturday, Oct. 9, at Roselawn Cemetery 
in Columbus.

This annual memorial service is held each October to  
coincide with National Pregnancy Loss and Infant Death 
Month. Individuals who have experienced a pregnancy loss 
are welcome to attend with their family and friends. In total, 
17 attendees participated in the event.

The nondenominational, bilingual service took place near 
the Precious H.E.A.R.T.S. stone, located on the northeast 
side of the cemetery. The service lasted approximately one 
hour and was conducted by Pastor Michael Moser of the 
Connection Christian Church. 

“This annual event is a time for those who have lost an infant 
to grieve together,” said Cori Fullner, CCH Foundation execu-
tive director. “Our committee collaborates with local funeral 
homes and  churches to provide a comforting, peaceful ser-
vice for those who have lost someone so precious to them.”

Precious H.E.A.R.T.S. memorial service 
honors pregnancy loss and infant death

Seminar gives estate planning advice  

Life is a journey that starts and ends with family, and 
the CCH Foundation wants to help local community 
members protect their loved ones now and in the future. 

On Thursday, Oct. 14, the CCH Foundation held a free 
Estate Planning Seminar for local community mem-
bers. The seminar featured attorney Tom Fehringer of  
Fehringer & Mielak, LLP, and provided tips on how to 
best plan for an estate, along with common mistakes 
to avoid. 

A total of 41 community members participated in 
the seminar. “This event is well attended each time 
we hold it,” said Cori Fullner, CCH Foundation execu-
tive director. “Tom provides a wealth of knowledge for  
estate planning, answers questions and keeps the  
attendees entertained while discussing a hard topic.”

The CCH Foundation is planning to host this annu-
al event next year. It may add an additional seminar  
because of historically strong attendance.

The CCH Foundation first established the Precious 
H.E.A.R.T.S. program with the CCH Auxiliary, which has 
now become volunteer & guest services. The hospital and 
foundation provide continued support for the memorial 
service every year.
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equipment such as this can enable hospital employees to 
better serve your family, friends and neighbors. With your 
donation, you can assist in making this possible. 

There are a number of ways you can support or donate to 
the foundation, whether it be for medical advancement, 
volunteer support or the recently launched The Sterling  
Society. You can be assured your donations will be  
mindfully utilized to advance the continued growth and  
expansion of the hospital and the programs it provides. 

On behalf of our foundation board, thank you for opening  
your heart this past year. Thank you for your trust and 
support in our decisions to make this community a  
better place. Best wishes for a joyous holiday season  
and a healthy new year.

Sincerely,

Bob Irby, chairman
CCH Foundation board 

a message from board chair bob irby (continued from p. 2)
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There are many convenient ways to make a donation to 
the Columbus Community Hospital Foundation: 

You can deliver or mail your donation to the address shown 
below, or donate online by visiting the “Foundation” page 
at www.columbushosp.org. Here, you can donate using 
your credit card by clicking on the “Donate” button, or you 
can print out the online donation form, complete it and 
return it to the CCH Foundation office at:

Columbus Community Hospital Foundation
4600 38th St.
Columbus, NE 68601 

For more information on the foundation and how you can 
offer your support, please call 402-562-3377, or contact 
foundation staff at foundation@columbushosp.org.

How to Donate: 
Foundation Board Members: 

One of the more unique ways people can give to the  
foundation is by donating a memorial tree or bench for the 
CCH campus. 

“The memorial walkway, in the southwest corner of the 
hospital campus, is home to numerous memorial trees 
and will include two memorial benches,” said Cori Fullner, 
CCH Foundation executive director.

Community members can donate memorials in honor of 
individuals or groups. All requests for memorial donations 
on the hospital campus are managed by the CCH Founda-
tion executive director and CCH plant operations director. 

The CCH Foundation staff helps the donor select an  
appropriate species of tree. The foundation then coordi-
nates the memorial’s installation and maintenance with 
the hospital’s plant operations staff.

Memorial trees may be identified with a commemorative 
plaque. Donors are asked to supply the plaque’s wording, 
size and shape, and submit it for approval with the founda-
tion’s executive director.

“These trees and benches are a wonderful way to com-
memorate a loved one, friend or colleague,” Fullner said. 
“They will be here for years, and they serve as a wonder-
ful place for families of our patients who need a break.”

Currently, the memorial walkway can support seven ad-
ditional memorial trees. In connection with CCH’s new 
fieldhouse project, the foundation hopes to provide  
memorial trees and benches for the new location, as 
well. 

The minimum donation for a memorial tree and plaque 
is $450, and the minimum donation for a memorial 
bench is $1,000.

CCH Foundations offers living memorials  
in honor of loved ones
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