
COVID-19 has changed the world. It is an unprecedent-
ed health care crisis that has forced everyone to adapt 
and learn to live in new, and often challenging, ways. 
That is especially true for health care workers who have 
had to strive even harder than ever before to protect 
and care for their community.

Thankfully, CCH’s health care heroes have been  
supported in this important work by community  
members, as well as local and national businesses. 

Since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, CCH has 
received support from numerous individuals and local 
businesses. Area residents have donated their time and 
talents to sew masks while businesses have donated 
everything from meals for CCH employees to lifesaving 
chest compression devices. Each of these donations 
has helped CCH confront the COVID-19 crisis with com-
passion and much needed resources.

Here is an overview of some of the donations the CCH 
Foundation has received during the COVID-19 pandemic: 
• The global corporation Cargill donated $20,000 

to CCH for the purchase of personal protective  

equipment (PPE) including gloves, medical masks, 
respirators, eye protection, gowns and aprons. PPE 
like this is an important tool in reducing the spread 
of COVID-19 and protecting health care workers on 
the front lines of the pandemic. 

• The food production company Tyson also donated 
$5,000 for CCH to use to purchase personal pro-
tective equipment. 

• The Leona M. and Harry B. Helmsley Charitable  
Trust donated five LUCAS® mechanical chest  
compression devices to CCH. LUCAS® mechanical 
chest compression devices have been shown to  
improve the quality of chest compressions and 
can help sustain circulation during prolonged  
resuscitation attempts. Cardiac complications 
caused by COVID-19 can expose both patients and 
health care workers to greater risk, as hands-on 
CPR can be needed for extended periods and PPE 
can become less effective in keeping the virus from 
spreading to medical providers. The Department 
of Defense COVID-19 Practice Management Guide 
identified the LUCAS chest compression system 
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Please enjoy this summer edition of the newsletter which showcases how generous donors in Columbus 
and around the nation have partnered with CCH and the Foundation. Their donations have helped CCH 
confront the COVID-19 crisis, provide scholarships to local youth and much more. We thank them – and 
you – for supporting local health care. 



The 18th annual Holing Out Fore Health Golf Outing 
was scheduled to be held on Friday, June 5, 2020 at 
the Elks Country Club in Columbus. It was canceled 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Since hosting its first golf outing in 2003, the CCH 
Foundation has worked with local supporters and  
dedicated volunteers to make its Holing Out Fore 
Health one of the most successful golf events in 
northeast Nebraska. 

Established as a tribute to the late Dr. Clinton Heine 
by his friend, Bart Bartholomew, Holing Out Fore 
Health has raised more than $1 million for health care  
programs and equipment.

Many of the paid sponsors of the 2020 event have 
redirected their donations to other Columbus  
Community Hospital projects. Approximately $98,000 
was paid or pledged for the 2020 golf outing and 
of that, about $34,000 will go toward sponsoring 
the 2021 golf outing; about $8,800 will go to a new 
COVID-19 fund; $700 will go toward the hospital’s  
expansion and renovation project; and about $1,200 
will go toward other projects.  We sincerely thank 
these donors and golfers for their continued support. 

The Columbus Community Hospital Foundation looks 
forward to hosting the Holing Out Fore Health Golf 
Outing in June 2021. 

For information on becoming a sponsor, donor or golf-
er in 2021, please contact the CCH Foundation at 
foundation@columbushosp.org or 402-562-3377.

Golf Outing Cancelled 

as the best practice for managing patients in cardiac  
arrest to reduce health care providers’ risk of  
exposure to COVID-19.

• The women’s apparel brand maurices selected 
CCH to receive part of its $250,000 donation to  
rural communities. The donation was used to purchase  
essential supplies to protect frontline health care 
workers during the COVID-19 pandemic.

• Union Pacific donated $20,000 for the purchase 
of HUSH Curtains® which are designed to reduce 
noise levels, leading to improved communication 
and patient privacy in the Emergency Department. 
They are also able to be cleaned and disinfected in 
place so they do not need to be laundered and they 
work with existing cubicle curtain track systems. The  
ability of the curtains to be cleaned in place and their 
antimicrobial coating make them valuable during the 
COVID-19 situation and beyond. 

• Prudential and Madeline Hudnall of Columbus also  
donated $1,500 for HUSH Curtains®. 

As the COVID-19 situation continues, people and  
businesses may show their support for CCH by donating  
funds to purchase PPE or other COVID-19-related  
materials. To make a donation, contact the CCH  
Foundation at 402-562-3377 or by email at foundation@ 
columbushosp.org. 

Grants and Donations Help 
CCH Combat COVID-19  (Cont.)

Spring Lunch with the CEO Cancelled 

The Columbus Community Hospital Foundation has  
cancelled its spring 2020 Lunch with the CEO because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

At the event, Mike Hansen, CCH president and CEO, would 
have provided an update on the CCH’s expansion and ren-
ovation project, as well as highlights from the hospital’s 
strategic plan. 

The CCH Foundation hosts a Lunch with the CEO event 
each spring and fall. At these events, Foundation board 
members and Carol Keller, executive director of the CCH 

Foundation, invite friends, colleagues and neighbors to 
hear directly from Hansen about what’s happening at the 
hospital. The Foundation has been hosting the event since 
2012 and 14 have been held so far. 

It’s not a fundraising event even though it is hosted by the 
Foundation, and Keller said the response from Lunch with 
the CEO guests has been very positive. 

She hopes the Foundation will be able to hold its Lunch 
with the CEO again this fall. 



The Columbus Community Hospital Foundation offers  
many ways for people to honor their loved ones –  
including memorial trees that are planted on CCH’s 
campus.

tree by adding a scoop of soil or water. The ceremony  
also included a moment of silence, tributes to the  
individual honorees and a closing prayer. 

The executive director of the CCH Foundation, in  
collaboration with the director of CCH plant  
operations, manages requests for tree donations 
on the hospital campus. CCH Foundation staff help  
donors select an appropriate species and coordinate 
the installation and maintenance of the trees with the 
hospital’s plant operations staff. 

Each tree is then identified with a commemorative 
plaque. The minimum donation for a memorial tree 
and plaque is $350. 

If people are interested in donating a memorial tree, 
they should contact the CCH Foundation. 

memorial tree planting

The family of Jen Uhlig participates in a memorial tree 
planting in her honor on June 3 at Columbus Community 
Hospital. 

The family of Craig Czarnick participates in a memorial  
tree planting in his honor on June 3 at Columbus  
Community Hospital. 

Previously, CCH’s memorial trees were located east of 
the hospital’s cafeteria. Due to the hospital’s ongoing 
construction project, the memorial trees have been 
moved to a more accessible and visible location to the 
southwest of the hospital’s main entrance, near the  
gazebo.

The CCH Foundation recently held a memorial tree 
planting ceremony in this new location. At the ceremony, 
memorial trees were planted in honor of Craig Czarnick, 
Jen Uhlig, Dan Wemhoff, James Nickolite, Angeline and 
Joseph Krings, and Ken Krings.

During the ceremony, the honorees’ family and loved 
ones were invited to come forward and help plant the 



When donors contribute to scholarships through the 
CCH Foundation, they are changing the lives of students 
and helping them advance in their health care careers. 

Elizabeth “Liz” Blaser is one of those students. She was 
the recipient of the $500 CCH Foundation Scholarship 
which was established in 2017 by the CCH Foundation 
Board of Directors to be awarded to a student furthering 
his or her education in any health care field. Preference 
is given to a CCH employee or the child or grandchild of 
an employee.

Blaser is a 2019 graduate of Columbus High School 
and the daughter of Chris and Amy Blaser of Duncan. 
She is attending Wayne State College and will be a  
sophomore this fall. Her major is chemistry and her  
minor is Spanish. Blaser received the Rural Health  
Opportunities program scholarship which gives her  
guaranteed acceptance into medical school at the  
University of Nebraska Medical Center.  After graduating  
from Wayne State College in 2023, she will attend 
UNMC.

“I cannot wait because they are such a prestigious  
medical and research hospital and to get to learn from 
all of the amazing professionals and professors at the 
institution is such a gift,” Blaser said. 

At this point, Blaser is undecided as to which specialty  
she will pursue as she has enjoyed every area of  
medicine in which she has shadowed. 

Along with going to school, Blaser works in various  
positions at CCH. She is a certified nursing assistant 
(CNA) on the acute care floor and recently started  
working as a medical screener with CCH’s Occupational 
Health Services. As a medical screener, she travels to 
local businesses to screen employees and visitors for 
COVID-19. Both experiences have provided Blaser with 
valuable learning opportunities and they’ve reinforced 
her desire to return to Columbus and practice medicine 
one day. 

One Student’s Story: Checking in with 
a 2019 Scholarship Recipient 

Blaser used her CCH Foundation Scholarship to purchase 
her textbooks and laboratory materials she needed for 
her freshman year at Wayne. 

“Receiving the CCH Foundation scholarship was quite 
a gift to me not only because it provided me with a  
monetary reward that helped fund my education, but 
because I viewed it as the Foundation giving me a vote 
of confidence as I started my educational career as a 
pre-medicine student,” she said. 

Blaser thanked the Foundation and its donors for  
offering scholarships to students like herself who are 
pursuing careers in health care.  

“I would just like to thank the CCH Foundation for all of 
their hard work, generosity, and kindness as it does not 
go unnoticed or unappreciated,” she said. “Providing  
students like me with scholarships gives us the means to 
fund our futures and feel confident as we work to achieve 
our educational, personal and career goals.” 

Elizabeth “Liz” Blaser, 2019 recipient of the $500 
CCH Foundation Scholarship 



The Columbus Community Hospital Foundation recently 
announced the winners of its 2020 scholarships. Thir-
teen students were awarded $6,600 to further their ed-
ucations in health care fields. 

2020 scholarship winners include: 

• Derek Elton of Columbus is the winner of the $500 
CCH Foundation Scholarship. He is a 2019 graduate 
of Columbus High School and is the son of William 
and Heather Elton of Columbus.

• Ashley A. Strain is the winner of the $1,000 Eagles 
Radiological Scholarship. She is a student at Central 
Community College in Columbus, where she is pur-
suing an associate degree in nursing. Strain and her 
husband, Cory, live in Genoa.

• Jacee Lynne Dush of Columbus is the winner of the 
$500 Dallmont J. and Bernadine Erickson Memorial  
Scholarship. She is currently a student at Bryan  
College of Health Sciences in Lincoln where she 
is working toward a Bachelor of Science degree in  
nursing. Her parents are Shannon and Ron Dush of 
Columbus.

• Payton V. Rinkol of Silver Creek and Stephanie M. 
Weverka of Columbus are each recipients of $500 
George Prochaska Scholarships. Rinkol is 2020 
graduate of Twin River High School in Genoa and is 
the daughter of Randy and Nancy Rinkol of Silver 
Creek. Weverka is currently a registered nurse in the 
Maternal Child Health Department at CCH. She is  
enrolled in the Bachelor of Science degree in nursing 
program through Clarkson College. 

• MaKenzie Kay Enderlin of Columbus is the winner of 
the $500 William and Barbara Gerhold Scholarship.  
She is a 2020 graduate of Scotus Central Catholic  
High School. Enderlin will attend Northeast  
Community College in Norfolk and is the daughter of 
Craig and Kathy Enderlin of Columbus.

• Jayce C. Vrbka of Shelby is the winner of the $300 
CCH High School Student Scholarship. She is a 2020 

graduate of Shelby-Rising City Public High School 
and is the daughter of Corey and Jennifer Vrbka of 
Shelby.

• Mia Nicole Janssen of Columbus is the winner of 
the $300 Dwayne Willers Memorial Scholarship. 
Janssen is a 2018 graduate of Columbus High 
School and is the daughter of Doug and Janelle 
Janssen of Columbus.

• Sara A. Becker and Timothy A. Ehlers are the  
winners of 2020 HDR $500 Scholarships. Becker  
is a certified nursing assistant at CCH. She 
and her husband, Kyle, and their family live in  
Columbus. Ehlers is 2020 graduate of Scotus Central  
Catholic High School and is the son of Jason and 
Sarah Ehlers of Columbus.

• Sarah R. Huettner of Humphrey is the winner of 
the $500 Deb Kessler Memorial Scholarship. She 
is a registered nurse in the Post Anesthesia Care 
Unit at CCH. Huettner, her husband, Kyle, and their 
children live in Humphrey. 

• Debanhi D. Adame-Hernandez is the winner of 
the inaugural $500 Robert and Verdella Emerson 
Scholarship. She is a 2020 graduate of Scotus 
Central Catholic High School and is the daughter 
of Antonino Adame and Rocio Hernandez-Adame of 
Columbus. 

• Dalton J. Borchers is the first recipient of the 
first $500 Charles and Myrna Meyer Memorial  
Scholarship. He is a 2020 graduate of Scotus  
Central Catholic High School and is the son of  
Cletus and Lisa Borchers of Columbus. 

For more information on scholarships awarded  
through the CCH Foundation or how you can  
contribute to them, visit www.columbushosp.org or 
call the CCH Foundation at 402-562-3377.

CCH Foundation Announces $6,600 in 
Scholarship Awards for Local Students
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There are many convenient ways to make a donation to 
the Columbus Community Hospital Foundation: 

You can deliver or mail your donation to the address 
shown below or donate online by visiting the “Foundation”  
page at www.columbushosp.org. Here, you can donate 
using your credit card by clicking on the “Donate” button 
or you can print out the online donation form, complete it 
and return it to the CCH Foundation office at:

Columbus Community Hospital Foundation
4600 38th Street
Columbus, NE 68601 

For more information on the Foundation and how you can 
offer your support, please call 402-562-3377 or contact 
Foundation staff at foundation@columbushosp.org.

How to Donate: 

CCH Foundation Board Members: 

About the Foundation 

The Columbus Community Hospital Foundation was created  
in 2002 to raise and manage donations exclusively for 
CCH. These donations, in turn, enable CCH to purchase 
medical equipment, improve its facility and provide  
beneficial programming for patients and their families. 

A board of directors, comprised of community leaders 
from the Columbus area, oversees the activities of the  
Foundation. The board decides how best to use Foundation  
donations to support CCH and its patients.

When donors give to the Foundation, their gift goes  

directly to the purpose(s) they choose to support.  
Donors may choose from the following ongoing needs: 
CCH’s expansion and renovation project, program  
funding, equipment and medical advancement  
purchases, and the greatest needs fund which  
provides resources to help resolve the hospital’s most 
pressing concerns. 

Donors to the CCH Foundation are assured that their 
contributions are managed and invested wisely and 
that their charitable wishes are honored.
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