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The people of Columbus, Nebraska (Population 21,000) enjoy a high quality of life 
that is hard to match anywhere.  It’s a place where commitment to family is still treasured; 
where you’ll find excellent private and public schools, and a variety of rich cultural events 
and exciting recreational opportunities.   We have a wonderful mix of established historic  
neighborhoods and serene rural acreages, and we offer easy access to the big city amenities 
without losing the benefits of a small, safe community. 

Columbus sits at the confluence 
of the Loup and Platte Rivers, 
which provide a bounty of wildlife  
viewing, canoeing, kayaking, hunting 
and fishing.” 

“
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Columbus Community Hospital, a community-owned, non-profit medical center  
with 47 private rooms, is nestled on an 80-acre campus along the northern edge of  
Nebraska’s beautiful Platte River Valley.  Completed in 2002, the 153,000 square-foot hospital  
is a four-story, prairie-style building designed to convey the natural tranquility of our native  
landscape.  The attached 40,000 square-foot medical office building houses our local and  
visiting physicians, conveniently allowing them easy and direct access to the hospital.  

In the following pages, you’ll hear a few of our outstanding doctors tell you in their own words 
how they have come to appreciate Columbus, Nebraska as the best move they’ve ever made! 

In 1879, The Poor Sisters of  
Saint Francis of Olpe, Germany, with a 
donation from John Creighton, opened 
the first hospital in Columbus. At that 
time, it was the only hospital between 
Omaha and Salt Lake City.” 

“
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Dr. Ronald L. Ernst  -  General Surgery

In 1987, Dr. Ron Ernst began practicing in the community where he grew up. “My wife, Ann, 
and I were born and raised in Columbus. We both have very fond memories of the area and 
knew it would be a great place to raise a family.” Today, Dr. Ernst continues to appreciate his 
hometown and its notable features. “The school system is progressive and a good environment 
for learning, there are plenty of social events to choose from, and a smaller community means 
I have the chance to know my kids’ friends.”

Dr. Ernst also enjoys the open and collaborative environment throughout the Columbus  
medical community. “I have the opportunity to not only work with my colleagues, but also to 
get to know them personally. The physicians have a great relationship with the hospital, and 
together we are able to handle 90%-plus of all medical concerns.” In addition, the barriers that 
sometimes separate physicians from the patients are absent. “I am a surgeon 24/7 and I like it 
that way,”  Ernst said. “I have no problems caring for patients I know personally and socially.”

I have the opportunity to not 
only work with my colleagues, but also 
to get to know them personally.” 

“
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Dr. Kipton L. Anderson  -  Family Practice
Dr. Deborah M. Anderson  -  Pediatrics

When Dr. Kipton Anderson decided to locate his family practice here in Columbus, you 
might say it evoked two very typical small-town America clichés: “Local Boy Does Good,” 
and “There is No Place Like Home”. But there’s an additional twist: Dr. Anderson’s wife,  
Deb, happens to be an excellent pediatrician. Needless to say, the hospital and the community 
are very fortunate to have this outstanding health care tandem practicing their professions and 
raising their children right here in Columbus.

Like most of the doctors in our community, the Andersons have been impressed by the quality 
of the medical staff and the physician-friendly approach of the hospital administration. “This 
made the decision to return to Columbus an easy one,” Kip said. “We were also pleased to find 
a nice blend of primary care, medical and surgical specialists, and outreach clinics available 
here. It’s a unique blend of rural family practice and big-city medicine.”

As two doctors who highly value family life, the Andersons believe they’ve found in  
Columbus that critical balance between their professional and personal lives: “We were 
pleased to find full time ER coverage, excellent specialist backup, and a community that is  
supportive and respectful of our personal time, allowing for vacations and involvement in the 
lives of our children,” Kip said.

The Andersons also cited Columbus’ great choice of public and private schools, ample  
sporting, recreational, and cultural opportunities, as well as easy access to the big city benefits 
of Omaha and Lincoln.

We were also pleased to find  
a nice blend of primary care, medical and 
surgical specialists, and outreach clinics  
available here.” 

“
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Dr. Richard R. Cimpl  -  Orthopedic Surgery

Dr. Rick Cimpl enjoys living and working in a town where the people are friendly and his  
values are shared with his patients and their families. “It’s a big family here, and I feel  
blessed to have been a part of it over the years.  The people of Columbus demonstrate a lot of 
compassion, integrity, and the desire to excel in life.  It’s truly an honor to be able to care for 
them as their doctor,”  Dr. Cimpl said.

Dr. Cimpl also appreciates the positive attitude of the local physicians, and their ability to  
work well together to provide the best possible care for the people of the Columbus area.  “The 
physicians in this community are very supportive of one another and provide excellent care 
to their patients.  Every day, I see quality and compassion in the care my colleagues provide, 
and how their teamwork futher improves patient outcomes.  It’s an exciting environment for  
practicing medicine.”  Dr. Cimpl added that the Hospital has been a great partner as well, and 
he’s proud to have served on the boards of both the hospital and the hospital foundation.

It’s a big family here, and  
I feel blessed to have been a part of it 
over the years.” 

“
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Dr. John P. Beauvais  -  Radiology

Dr. John and Kathe Beauvais actually sought out the Midwestern small-town environment 
they are now enjoying, and Dr. Beauvais echoed many of the comments made by his colleagues 
concerning the area’s state-of-the-art facilities and well-rounded medical staff.  

But family considerations were by far the leading factors that brought the Beauvais to  
Columbus, and have kept them here.

A Chicago native and still rock-solid Bears fan, Dr. Beauvais cited several key aspects that have 
made this town home to his family of six.  “I like that Columbus is a strong Christian, and in 
our case Catholic, community.  You’ll rarely find a city this size with three Catholic parishes, 
three Catholic grade schools, and a Catholic high school.  And we really like the city-wide  
annual events here, like National Day of Prayer, Relay for Life, and Columbus Days.”

As with any relocation, the Beauvais went through an adjustment period as they made  
Columbus their own.  “Moving to a smaller city where we didn’t know many people was hard 
at first.  Most people already have their base group of friends and relatives.  But we found our 
niche through church, school, and sports.  Columbus is a great place to raise a family.  We have 
great public and parochial schools.  My kids are not a number, and I know where they’re at, 
who they’re with, and what they are doing.”  

Columbus is a great place  
to raise a family. We have great public 
and parochial schools. My kids are not  
a number.” 

“
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Dr. Paul C. Welch  -  Obstetrics and Gynecology

Dr. and Mrs. Paul Welch have found a community that provides outstanding OBGYN  
practice opportunities, as well as an ideal environment for their growing family.  “From 
a medical perspective, Columbus is excellent,” Dr. Welch said.  “The Hospital is very  
accommodating to physicians, and there is a general sense of cooperation and camaraderie 
among the various groups.  The hospital itself is quite new, and the leadership is eager to help 
physicians provide quality care that is technologically current.  With the strong industrial base 
here, more of those seeking health care are well-insured, and local businesses are fairly easy to 
work with.”  Dr. Welch was also pleasantly surprised by the medical community itself.  “The 
medical community is cohesive rather than fractured.  Considering how many different groups 
there are in town, I find this quite surprising and very refreshing,” he said.

As ideal as the practice environment has proven to be, the Welch’s seem to be even more  
positive about Columbus as a truly family-friendly place to live:  “My wife and I grew up in 
small towns and we really wanted to raise our family in one.  Certainly a big city offers many 
apparent advantages, but there are also a lot of disadvantages that go with that.  The Columbus 
community is friendly and pleasant.  Everything is about 5 minutes away.  My children can 
run around and play outside without my wife worrying about where they are every couple of 
minutes.  There are good schools to choose from.  For shopping, all the basic things are present, 
and for anything else, the major metropolitan areas are quite close. ”

The Hospital is very accomodating 
to physicians, and there is  a  
general sense of cooperation and  
camaraderie among the various 
groups.” 

“
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Dr. Amy E. Vertin  -  Emergency Medicine

Like so many of her colleagues, Dr. Amy Vertin is very impressed with the cohesiveness  
and support of the local medical community.  She sees this on a daily basis in the CCH  
Emergency Department. 

“As an ER physician, I was looking for a real team approach between the ER staff and the  
local physicians. I found that at Columbus Community Hospital.  The ER staff works well 
with local physicians when coordinating patient care. Rarely have I encountered a hospital in 
which primary care physicians and specialists respond to and assist the ER so readily.  It gives 
me peace of mind to know that when we are faced with a trauma, I have the support needed 
to take good care of my patient.  The staff here is dedicated to maintaining excellent service, 
improving the quality of health care, and making it an overall great place to receive health care.  
It’s just a great place to practice medicine,” Dr. Vertin said.

It gives me peace of mind  
to know that when we are 
faced with a trauma, I have the  
support needed to take good care of  
my patient.” 

“
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Dr. Edward D. Discoe  -  Family Practice

Dr. Ed Discoe looked at several different locations before choosing to locate his practice  
and raise his young family in Columbus.  “When we interviewed in Columbus we knew  
immediately it was the right place,” Dr. Discoe said.

When asked what Columbus specifically has to offer him as a physician, Dr. Discoe  
emphasized the positive culture, work ethic, and collegiality throughout the local health care 
community:  “There is mutual respect”, he said, adding, “There is a real team approach that 
results in the patients receiving a quality of care that is hard to reproduce in any setting, large 
or small.  The practice opportunities here are vast.”

The Discoes are an active family, and have found in Columbus the ideal balance between 
rural quality-of-life and easy access to the Omaha-Lincoln metropolitan area.  “There are a  
multitude of sporting opportunities through organized youth and adult leagues. Individual 
opportunities range from golf to hunting, softball, and cycling on designated trails through the 
city and its surrounding area.  And we are close enough to a major airport to be able to travel 
conveniently.”

Dr. Discoe has no plans to leave the community in which he has practiced family  
medicine since 1997.  “We had never been to Columbus prior to our interview at the  
Columbus Medical Center.  We felt that Columbus was very isolated and remote.  We quickly 
learned that the people of Columbus are ingenious, and there is great diversity in the businesses 
of the area.  The schools are well-run and offer the full range of educational options.  Columbus 
is a complete package of exciting prospects for my family.”

We quickly learned that the  
people of Columbus are ingenious, and 
there is great diversity in the businesses of 
the area.” 

“
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4600 38th Street
Columbus, NE 68601

(402) 564-7118
www.columbushosp.org
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