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VolunTEEN program provides unique opportunities to teens 
 
For Immediate Release 
(COLUMBUS, Neb.) – The Columbus Community Hospital (CCH) VolunTEEN program offers 
unique experiences to area students. The program, which began in 2010, provides hands-on 
service opportunities to interested teens.  
 
Participants work in various service areas inside the hospital, based on their availability and 
interests. Their duties vary depending on the area of the hospital in which they work, and teens 
can volunteer through the duration of the year.   

In addition to the experience they gain, students also have the opportunity to apply for 
scholarships each year they are involved in the program.  

“We want our VolunTEENs to know how much we appreciate their services,” said Angie 
Ramaekers, director of volunteer and guest services at CCH. “So, we like to provide some extra 
benefits to them at the hospital.”  
 
VolunTEENs must be active at the time they submit their scholarship applications. They are 
eligible to reapply annually for a scholarship as long as they continue to meet all the scholarship 
requirements.  
 
A maximum of five scholarships are awarded each year in amounts of $250, $500, $750 or 
$1,000.  
 
This year, two students received $500 scholarships: Olivia Fehringer from Scotus Central 
Catholic High School and Jailyn Jaeger from Columbus High School. 
 
“Through volunteer experiences, teens explore a variety of career opportunities that exist in 
health care,” said Ramaekers. “We are excited to cheer on the teens’ education and career 
goals through the VolunTEEN scholarship.” 
 
Now, the hospital is taking the VolunTEEN program one step further by launching a new 
summer program called “Welcome HOME.” Welcome HOME (which stands for Healthcare 
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Opportunities are Made for Everyone) will allow participants to learn from health care 
professionals and experience hands-on activities related to potential careers.  
 
“There is a gap between job shadow experiences and volunteer experiences,” said Ramaekers. 
“Welcome HOME helps fill that gap.” 

The program includes three separate events on June 16, July 21 and August 18. These events 
will consist of an introduction to the program and sessions on advanced practice registered 
nurses and rehabilitative services.  

“These students won’t just be sitting and listening to a presentation,” said Ramaekers. “They 
will have the opportunity to actually work with medical equipment and try out various 
techniques.” 
 
Organizers hope to expand Welcome HOME in the coming years. 
 
VolunTEEN participants must be between 14 and 18 years old and a current high school 
student. CCH requires a minimum of a one-year commitment to the program.  
 
For more information on how to apply for the program, visit 
https://www.columbushosp.org/volunteer/volunteen_program.aspx, or contact Ramaekers at 
402-562-4791.  
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