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Lakeview High School will offer Health Science Pathway for students

For Immediate Release

(COLUMBLUS, Neb.) — This fall, Lakeview High School will offer the first class of its new Health
Science Pathway. This educational program is a collaboration between area high schools,
Central Community College and Columbus Community Hospital that allows students to learn
about available careers in the medical field.

The program includes a series of classes that meet requirements from the state of Nebraska.
The classes explore various facets of health care, including phlebotomy, radiology, pharmacy,
nursing, respiratory therapy, housekeeping, facilities, etc.

"If you don't allow students to look at health care early, it's almost too late," said Dorothy
Bybee, vice president of nursing and patient care services at the hospital.

Students who complete the program in its entirety can become certified nursing assistants
(CNAs) through the college. Additionally, they will receive cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR)
and first aid training and learn Stop the Bleed techniques.

"This is a beneficial program for us because we have students interested in health care," said
Steve Borer, principal at Lakeview Community Schools. "Honestly, it's a win-win for the
community."

Hospital leaders recently lowered the minimum age requirement for CNAs to 16. That means
students who become CNAs through the Health Science Pathway could start gaining experience
right away.

"Most students are looking for part-time jobs anyway," said Bybee. "A job as a CNA can fulfill
that need and allow them to experience health care."

CCH Health Science Pathway instructor Wendy Kallhoff, RN, BSN, will teach the first class in the

program at Lakeview High School this fall, with the option for students to receive their CNA
certification or complete the second Health Science course in the spring.
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"Currently, we have 28 students registered for Health Science | beginning this fall," Borer said.
"We are excited to have so many students interested in the Health Science Pathway and are
looking forward to watching the program grow."

Borer said students and parents interested in the program should contact the school guidance
counselor to learn more.

For more information on the Health Science Pathway, visit columbushosp.org.
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