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Hospital invites local high school students to join robot tour 
 

For Immediate Release 
(COLUMBUS, Neb.) – This winter, Columbus Community Hospital invites teens and young adults 
to experience the wonder of its da Vinci Xi robotic system up close. 
 
In January 2023, the hospital is offering tours of the innovative equipment to high school and 
college robotics classes, robotics teams and health sciences students. Tours will take place at 
4:30 and 6 p.m. on various dates and last 60-90 minutes. The hospital is limiting tour groups to 
8-15 people. 
 
The da Vinci features 3D imaging of the surgical area and enhances surgeons' movements 
during surgery. It has three components: a surgeon console, a robot with four working arms 
and a vision cart. The surgeon sits at the console to see a magnified view of the operation and 
uses special controls to move the instruments attached to the robot during surgery. 
 
The robot holds a camera and surgical tools next to the patient in the operating room while the 
surgeon controls it from the console. A vision cart makes communication between the 
components possible and supports 3D high-definition video. 
 
"Throughout the tour, students will learn about medical careers involving the use of robots and 
the benefits of using these machines in the health care industry,” said Debbie Pillen, VolunTEEN 
coordinator at the hospital. "They will also join in hands-on activities that allow them to 
complete primary tasks using the da Vinci Robot. If your student is interested in robotics, 
technology or health care, this is an event they will want to attend." 
 
For more information or to schedule a tour, contact Pillen at 402-562-4788 or 
drpillen@columbushosp.org. 
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