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Columbus Community Hospital to Create Comprehensive History Book

For Immediate Release
(COLUMBUS, Neb.) = As Columbus Community Hospital continues to look toward the future
with its most recent expansion and renovation project, it is also time to honor its past.

With that in mind, CCH has started compiling a comprehensive history of its organization for a
new book. The publication will reach back to CCH’s roots, beginning in the 1800s with St. Mary’s
Hospital, until the present and beyond.

The planned release of the book is tentatively scheduled for 2021.

The book, which will be available in hard copy and on the hospital’s website, will include
thoughts from current and former CCH staff members and Columbus residents, as well as
plenty of photographs.

“We're excited about this project that will provide the first comprehensive written history of
Columbus Community Hospital,” said Amy Blaser, CCH vice president of physician relations and
business development. “Columbus Community Hospital has been in Columbus for more than
140 years, so it will be interesting to explore its impact during its long history in the
community.”

CCH’s history dates back to St. Mary’s Hospital, which opened in Columbus in 1879, and
became the first hospital between Omaha and Salt Lake City. In 1921, a second hospital, called
Evans Hospital, was established. That facility went through several name changes, including
Columbus Hospital, Lutheran Hospital and Behlen Memorial Hospital.

Eventually, the two hospitals merged and all services moved to Behlen Memorial Hospital,
which was later renamed Columbus Community Hospital.

Since then, CCH has continued to evolve and grow. In 2002, the new facility at 4600 38th St.
opened and an addition was made to that building in 2012, along with the addition of a second
Healthpark Medical Office Building. The Columbus Wellness Center was constructed on
property adjacent to the hospital in 2015 and the Columbus Community Hospital Child Care
Center opened in 2017 on the hospital campus.
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The current $35-million expansion and renovation project at CCH will increase the hospital’s
surgical services department and improve other areas of the hospital. Overall, it will create
about 45,000 square feet of new space and renovate about 37,000 square feet of the hospital.

CCH will document this growth in the book and the public is welcome to make contributions to
the book as well by submitting personal photographs or newspaper clippings or participating in

interviews.

To contribute to the project, contact Julie Blum, CCH marketing assistant, at
jablum@columbushosp.org or 402-562-4439.
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