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Columbus Community Hospital will open additional entrances July 5

For Immediate Release
(COLUMBUS, Neb.) = On Monday, July 5, Columbus Community Hospital (CCH) will open
additional entrances that have been closed throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.

As part of this change, CCH’s main entrance once again will be open for patients and visitors
from 5 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. Currently, only the northwest entrance to the Healthpark Medical
Office Building is open. Effective July 5, CCH will expand entrance options by opening the
southeast Healthpark entrance. All other Healthpark entrances will remain locked. The
emergency department entrance remains open 24/7.

CCH will continue to provide COVID-19 screenings at all entrances, in accordance with Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) guidelines.

On Tuesday, June 1, CCH also removed visitor restrictions. CCH patients no longer are limited to
a specific number of support people, and visitors younger than 19 now are welcome. However,
the number of support people in a patient’s room at one time is limited to four, or a number
based on the nurse’s discretion.

All visitors must pass a COVID-19 screening, which includes a temperature test and questions
about COVID-19 symptoms and possible exposure. Visitors who fail these screenings will not be
permitted to enter the hospital or clinic. Likewise, anyone with a confirmed or pending COVID-
19 diagnosis is not allowed as a visitor or support person.

To protect the safety of its patients, staff and community members, CCH requires everyone to
wear a mask within its facilities and clinics. The hospital discourages using gaiters or bandanas,
as research has found these are not as effective as other masks. Approved masks are available
at the emergency department registration screener desk, if needed.

These changes are part of CCH’s efforts to re-evaluate its COVID-19 safety precautions as
vaccinations increase and cases decline.

According to a June 9 press release from the Nebraska Department of Health and Human
Services (DHHS), COVID-19 hospitalizations in the state steadily have been decreasing. They fell
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from 91 hospitalizations during the week of May 19 to 52 hospitalizations during the week of
June 9.

Across the country, COVID-19 cases are declining as well. According to the New York Times, the
U.S. seven-day average for new cases has decreased 45% over the past two weeks.

Leaders have attributed these improvements, in part, to the increased use of COVID-19
vaccines, which can help reduce the virus’ spread and associated hospitalizations and deaths.

Public health officials continue to urge Nebraskans to get vaccinated so they can reduce the
virus’ spread. As of June 8, DHHS reported more than 843,000 Nebraskans are fully vaccinated,
which is about 44.3% of the state population. However, it also reported the rate of vaccinations
has decreased significantly over the past month.

The Pfizer and Moderna vaccines require two doses, and the Johnson & Johnson vaccine
requires one dose, to be effective against COVID-19. According to the CDC, someone is
considered fully vaccinated two weeks after they have received two doses of the Pfizer and
Moderna vaccines, and two weeks after a single dose of the Johnson and Johnson vaccine.

Everyone 12 years and older is now able to get vaccinated, as the Pfizer vaccine has been
approved for people 12 and older. The Moderna and Johnson & Johnson vaccines are approved
for people 18 and older.

Nebraskans can register for a vaccine through vaccinate.ne.gov, or they can check with their
local health department or area pharmacies for vaccination appointments.

Though Nebraska no longer has statewide directed health measures, leaders encourage
Nebraskans to follow their local health departments’ advice. Until they are vaccinated,
Nebraskans also can follow the same COVID-19 safety precautions that have been found to
reduce the virus’ spread so far: wearing masks in public places, practicing social distancing,
washing hands often and staying home when they’re sick. They can also avoid the 3 C’s of
crowded places — close contact with others and confined spaces.

Public health officials also urge Nebraskans to get a COVID-19 test if they develop symptoms of
the virus or are exposed to it. Free COVID-19 testing continues to be available through
TestNebraska. For more information or to schedule an appointment, visit testnebraska.com.

For more information on CCH’s COVID-19 policies, visit columbushosp.org.
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