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Columbus Community Hospital to close TestNebraska collection site
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(COLUMBUS, Neb.) — Columbus Community Hospital will no longer serve as a TestNebraska
collection site for COVID-19, effective April 30, 2021. The change will come after the hospital’s
contract with the state of Nebraska expires.

“When this all started, testing was limited because there weren’t test kits and instruments
readily available,” said Sue Deyke, emergency room director and emergency manager for
Columbus Community Hospital. “Now, there are a lot more supplies and more locations that
offer COVID-19 testing, such as clinics and retail pharmacies.”

With these additional testing avenues, Deyke feels the community will be adequately served
without the hospital’s TestNebraska site.

Gov. Ricketts launched the Test Nebraska initiative in April 2020. The initiative was a
partnership between the state government and private companies to increase COVID-19 testing
and reduce the spread of the virus.

The hospital served as a TestNebraska location for more than 10 months, beginning on June 29,
2020. Since that time, hospital staff members have collected more than 9,000 swabs for the
virus. A courier service then took those swabs to CHI Health St. Elizabeth in Lincoln.

“We are very thankful for our staff members, who were resilient during the entire process,”
said Dorothy Bybee, vice president of patient care services. “They were required to test
patients while wearing full personal protective equipment (PPE), which isn’t always
comfortable.”

The hospital moved its TestNebraska COVID-19 testing site off-campus to 4147 48th Avenue in
Columbus on October 5, 2020.

The location change primarily was for the protection of staff members working in inclement
winter weather. All other features of the TestNebraska collection site remained the same.
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“We tested people from all over the state — not just Columbus,” Deyke said. “If someone
couldn’t get an appointment at a site in their hometown, they would come here. It was amazing
to see the different towns and cities we served.”

The busiest month of testing for CCH’s TestNebraska location was November 2020. During that
month, staff collected 2,054 swabs.

“The community was always extremely grateful there was an option that was convenient where
they could sign up on their own,” Deyke said. “It gave them responsibility for their health care.”

For the remaining days in April, people who are having symptoms of COVID-19 still can sign up
for testing at CCH through the TestNebraska website: https://www.testnebraska.com/en. After
registering, each person will receive a QR code and be assigned a testing appointment.

Appointments will be available at CCH on Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 9 a.m. to noon.

Staff will vacate the TestNebraska location at the end of the day on April 30, 2021. From that
point forward, people are encouraged to contact their primary care providers with COVID-19
testing questions.

For more information on Columbus Community Hospital or its response to the COVID-19
pandemic, please visit www.columbushosp.org.
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