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Columbus Community Hospital awards scholarships to area students 
  

For Immediate Release 
(COLUMBUS, Neb.) – Columbus Community Hospital recently announced the winners of its 
2022 scholarships. Sixteen local students received $8,850 to further their educations.  
 
Below is a list of the scholarship winners:  
 
CCH Foundation scholarship: Christopher Adame-Hernandez of Columbus is the winner of the 
$500 CCH Foundation scholarship.  
 
Adame-Hernandez is a 2022 graduate of Scotus Central Catholic High School, where he 
participated in sports, fine arts and many extracurricular activities such as Youth Leadership 
Columbus and Revolution. Adame-Hernandez made the "straight A" honor roll in high school. 
He is a church musician at St. Bonaventure Church and works as an online shopper at Hy-Vee. 
Adame-Hernandez plans to attend Creighton University in Omaha this fall. His career goal is to 
become a family medicine physician. His parents are Antonino Adame and Rocio Hernandez de 
Adame of Columbus. 
 
CCH high school student scholarship: Dalainee Huhman of Columbus is the recipient of the 
$300 CCH high school student scholarship. 
 
Huhman is a 2022 graduate of Lakeview High School, where she was a letter winner in dance, 
track, soccer and band. She was a member of the National Honor Society, Future Business 
Leaders of America and Godteens Youth Program. She plans to enroll at Wayne State College in 
Wayne this fall to pursue a Bachelor of Science in physical therapy. Huhman’s parents are Jeff 
and Tonya Huhman of Columbus. 
 
Dallmont J. and Bernadine Erickson memorial scholarship: Brett Kobza of David City is the 
recipient of the $500 2022 Dallmont J. and Bernadine Erickson memorial scholarship.  
  
Kobza is a student at Central Community College. He has been a leader with the Boy Scouts and 
achieved the rank of Eagle Scout.He participated in March for Life and Teens for Life, and works 
as a machinist with experience as a dietary aide at a nursing home. Kobza plans to continue his 
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education at CCC in Columbus to receive a doctorate in physical therapy. His parents are Ray 
and Cherie Kobza of David City. 
 
The Dwayne Willers memorial scholarship: Hunter Schoch of Columbus is the recipient of the 
$300 Dwayne Willers memorial scholarship.  
 
Schoch is a 2022 graduate of Lakeview High School. He has been named Lincoln Journal Star 
Academic All-State for football and track. He has also been a member of the National Honor 
Society and his church youth group. He plans to enroll at Central Community College in 
Columbus this fall to pursue an information technology degree in technical support. He is the 
son of Jami Schoch of Columbus. 
 
The William and Barbara Gerhold scholarship: Callie Backman of Monroe is the recipient of the 
$500 2022 William and Barbara Gerhold scholarship.  
 
Backman is a 2022 graduate of Scotus Central Catholic High School. She has lettered in softball, 
basketball and soccer and received a HAC Conference Academic Honorable Mention. Backman 
has also been active in the St. Isidore's Bazaar, Scotus Gala and Monroe Fire Department. She 
works at Hy-Vee with customer service and aisles online. Backman plans to attend Southeast 
Community College in Lincoln, where she will major in nursing. Her goal is to complete her 
master's or doctorate to become a nurse practitioner specializing in women's health. Her 
parents are Lisa and Todd Backman of Monroe.  
 
The George Prochaska scholarships:                 
Emma Labenz of Clarkson and Heather Gabel of Osceola are the recipients of the $500 2022 
George Prochaska scholarships through the CCH Foundation. 
 
Labenz works at CCH as a certified nursing assistant (CNA) for the acute care and intensive care 
unit. She is a student in the pre-nursing program at Northeast Community College (NECC) in 
Norfolk. Labenz plans to continue her education at NECC this fall in the nursing program. Her 
career goal is to become a registered nurse and care for the people in her community. Her 
parents are Steve and Karla Labenz of Clarkson. 
 
Gabel works at CCH as a licensed professional nurse (LPN), and is the surgical scheduler and a 
preoperative nurse for the Columbus Surgery Center. She has been an LPN since 2006 and an 
EMT since 2008. Gabel plans to continue her education at NECC in Norfolk in the nursing 
program to become a registered nurse.  
 
Eagles scholarship awarded: Holly Kuhr is the winner of the $1,000 2022 Eagles Radiological 
scholarship.  
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Kuhr is a student at the University of Nebraska Medical Center in the radiography program. She 
was in a transfer program for two years at Wayne State College. Kuhr's goal is to receive her 
Bachelor of Science in medical imaging and therapeutic sciences studying radiography. Her 
parents are Russ and Beth Kuhr of Clarkson. 
 
HDR scholarship: 
Chau (Lily) Nguyen and Gabriela Fuentes-Cabrera of Columbus are the recipients of the 2022 
HDR scholarship through the CCH Foundation.  
 
Nguyen, a foreign exchange student from Vietnam, is a student at Central Community College 
in Columbus. She is a student ambassador, student tutor and resident assistant. She plans to 
continue her education at CCC in Columbus this fall to earn her associate’s degree in nursing. 
Douglas and Kayla Heard of Columbus are her host parents.  
 
Fuentes-Cabrera is a 2022 graduate of Columbus High School. She has lettered in vocal music 
and been very active with HOSA volunteer opportunities. Fuentes-Cabrera plans to attend 
Wayne State College to obtain a Bachelor of Science degree in psychology, and then continue 
her education at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln to get a doctorate in child psychology with 
a focus on cognitive psychology. Her mother is Maria Cabrera of Columbus. 
 
Deb Kessler memorial scholarship: Jessica Henggeler is the recipient of the $500 Deb Kessler 
memorial scholarship. 
 
Henggeler works at CCH as a registered nurse in the Home Health and hospice department. She 
is an online student in the nursing program at Chamberlain University in St. Louis, Missouri. 
Henggeler's career goal is to receive her Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree and continue to 
care for the people in her community.  
 
Robert and Verdella Emerson scholarship: Mia Rains of Columbus and Sarah LeSuer of Shelby 
are the recipients of the $500 Robert and Verdella Emerson scholarships.  
 
Rains is a 2022 graduate of Columbus High School. She has received a 4.0 honor roll award, 
perfect attendance in school, top 10% in her class and student of the month. She is also part of 
the National Honor Society. She works at Brookstone Acres and is a volunteer at CCH. She plans 
to enroll in Bryan College of Health Science in Lincoln to pursue her Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing degree to become a nurse anesthetist. Her parents are Brett and Marissa Rains of 
Columbus. 
 
LeSuer works at CCH as a phlebotomist for the laboratory department. LeSuer has worked at 
CCH in both the radiology and laboratory departments since 2015. She plans to continue her 
education at Northeast Community College in Norfolk this fall in the nursing program. Her 
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career goal is to become an emergency department nurse where she can use her skillset to 
deliver top medical care to each patient. Her parents are Billy and Jola Carnes of Bellwood and 
Kyler LeSuer of Bellwood. 
 
Charles and Myrna Meyer memorial scholarship: Macie Timm is the recipient of the $500 
Charles and Myrna Meyer memorial scholarship endowment. 
 
Timm works at CCH as a certified nursing assistant for the senior behavioral health unit. She is a 
student in the pre-medicine program at Wayne State College. Timm plans to continue her 
education at the University of Nebraska Medical Center (UNMC) Norfolk campus this fall in the 
nursing program. Her career goal is to become an advanced practice registered nurse in family 
medicine. Her parents are Dianna Mastny of Norfolk and Mike Timm of Pierce. 
 
Richard and Judy Temme scholarship:  Elizabeth Blaser of Duncan is the winner of the $500 
Richard and Judy Temme scholarship.  
 
Blaser is a 2019 graduate of Columbus High School. She is a student at Wayne State College 
majoring in chemistry health science for pre-medicine in the Rural Health Opportunities 
Program with a minor in public health and Spanish. Blaser is also a certified nursing assistant at 
CCH and a student tour guide and student instructor for general chemistry lab at Wayne State 
College. She has been on the Wayne State College Dean's List since 2019. Blaser plans to 
continue her education at the University of Nebraska Medical Center to become a family 
practice physician. Her parents are Chris and Amy Blaser. 
 
Columbus Community Hospital VolunTEEN program scholarships were also awarded to the 
following recipients:  

 $750 scholarship to Mia Rains of Columbus High School. 

 $500 scholarship to Macy Stock of Lakeview High School. 

 $500 scholarship to Christopher Adame-Hernandez of Scotus Central Catholic High 
School. 

 
For more information on scholarships awarded through the CCH Foundation, visit 
www.columbushosp.org or call the CCH Foundation at 402-562-3377. 
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