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Columbus Cancer Care provides expert care, close to home

For Immediate Release
(COLUMBUS, Neb.) = Columbus Community Hospital’s Columbus Cancer Care is proud to offer
expert care, close to home.

The hospital officially took ownership of the practice in December 2021. The acquisition was
the first step in the hospital’s long-term plan to evolve cancer services in Columbus.

“Our intention with this purchase is to ensure our community has access to the quality services
this team has provided for many years, with opportunities to provide more centralized services
in the future,” said Michael Hansen, president and CEO of Columbus Community Hospital.

Columbus Cancer Care, which opened in 2011, provides radiation therapy treatments for cancer
patients, including TomoTherapy and daily treatments. It has grown over the years, and

hospital leaders believe this latest move will lead to even bigger and better things for the
practice and the community.

The ultimate goal is to create a centralized cancer center, which would serve as a one-stop shop
for patients seeking cancer treatment.

“We have all the pieces for a cancer center, but they’re fragmented,” Hansen said. “We want to
bring everything together into one concept to make it more convenient for our patients.”

That center would potentially include medical oncology, radiation oncology, infusion services,
nurse navigators and other cancer services, according to Keith Luedders, vice president of
ancillary services at the hospital.

“Right now, we have it set up where patients have to go to several different locations to get the
care they need,” Luedders said. “Patients are feeling pretty bad when they are going through

these processes anyway. We want to streamline services to make it easier for them.”

Purchasing Columbus Cancer Care, Luedders said, was a great place to start on the road to
accomplishing that vision.
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Since the practice opened, Dr. Joan Keit has served as medical director, helping countless
cancer patients become survivors. She has been practicing radiation oncology since 1994.

“We appreciate what Dr. Keit has established over the years and the outstanding services she
provided during the time she owned and operated the practice,” Hansen said.

Keit will remain on staff as a physician, and hospital leaders say patients will not see much of a
difference in their overall experience. The clinic will remain in Columbus at its current location,
3764 39th Ave., and its staff will continue to provide the highest level of patient care to the
community.

“At this point, very little will change,” Luedders said. “There may be some different paperwork,
but the overall processes will remain the same.”

Columbus Cancer Care is open 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Friday.

For more information about the clinic or cancer services at Columbus Community Hospital, call
402-562-8666 or visit columbushosp.org.
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