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Lifesaving care, right here at home: CCH opens new cardiac cath lab

For Immediate Release
(COLUMBUS, Neb.) — There’s a saying in cardiology: “Time is muscle.”

In laymen’s terms, the saying means that the sooner doctors restore blood flow after a cardiac
event, the healthier the heart muscle and patient will be.

Columbus Community Hospital’s new cardiac catheterization lab puts time on a patient’s side.

The new lab allows CCH to perform minimally invasive tests and procedures that will diagnose
and treat heart disease on-site. In the past, CCH needed to transport critically ill patients to
large facilities that had cardiac cath labs.

“We will now be able to treat those patients here, decreasing the time from diagnosis to
restored blood flow,” said Sue Hrnicek, MSN, RN, director of surgical services at CCH. “It is
incredibly exciting to offer this to the community.”

CCH’s new cardiac cath lab is 1,150 square feet and has the latest imaging and monitoring
technology. It will offer cardiac and vascular diagnostic and interventional procedures 24 hours
a day, seven days a week.

The lab was added as part of the hospital’s recent expansion and renovation project, and is
housed in the new, expanded surgical services area that was completed in October 2020.

“One of the reasons we embarked on our expansion and renovation project was because we
didn’t want to have to transport our patients elsewhere for specialized care,” said Michael
Hansen, CCH president and CEO. “Our new cath lab is an example of the new, specialized
services we are now able to provide in-house thanks to that project.”

CCH contracted with CardioSolution, a cardiovascular service line provider, to set up the new
cath lab, and CardioSolution has been working with CCH on this lab for more than a year.

The company provided experienced cardiologists and cath lab staff and helped set up other
aspects of the lab, including supply purchasing and procedure development.
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“It is a very complex area, and CardioSolution has the expertise to guide us forward and help us
be very successful from the start,” Hrnicek said. “There are so many details that go into getting
a lab up and running.”

CardioSolution opens labs like this all over the United States, and the benefits of these labs vary
from community to community. For Columbus, however, the benefits are clear.

“With Columbus, the main benefit is the time it takes to open that blocked vessel,” said Dick
Synder, RN, field operations manager for CardioSolution. “Another benefit is that by having
these services in Columbus, it will keep patients in their hometown and near their families, so
the families can visit them as the recover.”

CCH is committed to providing comprehensive health care services so patients do not have to
travel out of town to receive care.

“Being able to stay home is a vital part of providing holistic care to our community,” Hrnicek
said. “We are thrilled to be able to bring this service to the community.”

For more information on CCH’s new cath lab or its comprehensive cardiology services, visit
www.columbushosp.org.
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