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is quick guide is designed to rem
ind you w

hat each of
these “just in case” m

edications are used for and side effects
to report to your nurse. If you have not used these

m
edications before, please call hospice at 402-562-3300

before using, an R
N

 is available 24/7 to answ
er questions.

LORAZEPAM  
(Ativan)

Uses: Anxiety,  
agitation,  
restlessness, sleep, 
shortness of breath

Possible side effects:
Drowsiness,  
dizziness, nausea, 
constipation, feeling 
excited

Do not stop or skip 
taking doses before 
talking with your 
doctor or nurse.

ONDANSETRON 
(Zofran)

Uses: Nausea and  
vomiting

Possible side effects:
Headache,  
constipation

Please tell your  
hospice nurse if your 
nausea is not well  
controlled.

ACETAMINOPHEN 
SUPPOSITORY 

(Tylenol)

Uses: Pain, fever

Possible side effects:
Nausea, stomach  
discomfort, loss of  
appetite, dark urine

Inform your hospice 
nurse if your pain or 
fever is not well  
controlled.

Do not use more  
than prescribed.

MORPHINE 
(Roxanol)

Uses: Pain, agitation, 
shortness of breath

Possible side effects:
Constipation,  
nausea, drowsiness, 
sleepiness, confusion, 
headaches

Contact hospice if 
symptoms return or  
are not well  
controlled.

ATROPINE  
DROPS

Uses: Noisy  
respirations or upper 
respiratory secretions 
(when patient cannot 
clear own throat)

Possible side effects:
Dry mouth, feeling  
of warmth, drowsiness

Remember these  
drops are to be used 
under the tongue,  
not in the eyes.

BISACODYL
SUPPOSITORY 

(Dulcolax)

Uses: Constipation

Possible side effects:
Mild abdominal  
cramps, nausea

If patient does not  
have a bowel  
movement within  
24 hours of using a  
suppository, please 
contact hospice.


