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Providing exceptional care in the intensive and acute care unit 
 

For Immediate Release 
(COLUMBUS, Neb.) – Columbus Community Hospital (CCH) is committed to providing exceptional care 
to its patients — especially those requiring critical care. The hospital’s state-of-the-art intensive care 
unit (ICU) and acute care unit (ACU) are equipped with cutting-edge technology and staffed by highly 
skilled health care professionals. 
 
“Hospitalization can be a stressful experience, so CCH prioritizes compassionate and top-tier care for all 
patients,” said Dr. Mark Howerter, the hospital’s chief medical officer. “Our dedicated team of 
hospitalists, nurses and specialists works tirelessly to ensure patients receive the attention and 
treatment needed for a speedy recovery.” 
 
The CCH ICU/ACU prioritizes patient safety by implementing the Cuddles system for pediatric security. 
Staff members provide advanced care for critically ill patients by utilizing hemodynamic monitoring, 
external pacemakers, balloon pumps and Impella devices for cardiovascular support. Telehealth 
consultations with Bryan Health intensivists are available for complex cases, ensuring access to 
specialized expertise. 
 
Additionally, the units provide advanced airway support and ventilator management for optimal 
pulmonary care.  
 
CCH’s commitment to patient-centered care extends beyond medical advancements — the hospital’s 
dedicated staff focuses on providing compassionate care and support to patients and their families. 
 
“Empowering our patients is a cornerstone of our care philosophy,” said Tawny Sandifer, the hospital’s 
vice president of patient care. “We provide comprehensive patient education to help them understand 
their condition, treatment plan and recovery process. Our goal is to equip patients with the knowledge 
and tools they need to make informed decisions about their health care.” 
 
CCH also recognizes the emotional toll that critical illness can take on families. The hospital offers 
regular updates, answers questions and provides emotional support to help families cope with the 
challenges they may face. 
 
“Patient experience is the top priority of our ACU/ICU care,” said Lisa Perrin, ACU/ICU director. “Our 
nursing team actively listens to the patient’s concerns, and works diligently with the patient and family 
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to meet their needs. We encourage family visitation, provide social services support and offer patient 
education throughout the stay.” 
 
Hospitalists — physicians specializing in hospitalized care — provide continuous 24/7 support. These 
professionals collaborate closely with a patient's primary care physician and specialists to develop a 
personalized and seamless care plan. 
 
CCH’s ICU and ACU are dedicated to delivering the highest quality of care to patients of all ages. With a 
commitment to personalized attention, advanced technology and compassionate care, CCH is setting a 
new standard for critical care in the region. To learn more about our intensive and acute care unit, 
visit https://www.columbushosp.org/services/icuacu. 
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