
	 rapping up a productive summer 
	 The Mead Family Cancer Center project reached several key 
milestones during the summer months. In August, construction crews 
completed one of the most foundational aspects of the facility — the 
installation of all 72 geothermal wells located beneath the north parking 
lot. These wells will serve as the cornerstone of the center’s energy-
efficient heating and cooling system, which aligns with Columbus 
Community Hospital’s long-term sustainability goals.

After allowing the site to sufficiently dry out, geothermal contractors 
began installing horizontal piping in early September. These pipes will 
eventually connect the wells to the main building, creating a closed-loop 
system that will reduce the cancer center’s carbon footprint and lower 
long-term utility costs.

Progress on the parking lots 
While geothermal installation continues underground, teams are 
simultaneously backfilling and prepping the north parking lot for 
upcoming paving. This area, which was closed off for drilling operations, 
is now being leveled and compacted — preparing it for new concrete 
pavement later this fall.

The south parking lot remains a central staging area for construction 
equipment and materials. As work on the building advances, this space 
has proven critical for maintaining an organized and efficient job site.
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W on underground infrastructure. These systems — which include water supply 
lines, drainage, electrical conduits and communication pathways — are 
essential for the day-to-day operations of the cancer center once it opens.

Underground MEP installation is progressing on schedule, and it will soon 
allow crews to begin pouring the building’s interior concrete slabs, also 
known as slab-on-grade pours. These pours are expected to begin in late 
September and will provide the ground-level floors for clinical areas, offices 
and treatment spaces.

Preparing for vertical construction 
The project is now approaching one of its most visually striking phases: 
structural steel erection. Steel deliveries are scheduled for the last week of 
September, and crews are preparing for installation in early October. This 
phase will dramatically transform the construction site as the building’s 
skeleton begins to rise from the ground.

With the addition of each beam and column, community members will be 
able to watch the cancer center’s physical form take shape — a powerful and 
inspiring sign of the progress being made toward better cancer care in the 
region.

Looking ahead 
The Mead Family Cancer Center remains on track for a fall 2026 opening, with 
each construction milestone bringing it closer to becoming a reality. Once 
complete, the center will offer comprehensive cancer services under one roof 
— giving patients access to coordinated, compassionate and cutting-edge 
care close to home.

This project represents more than just bricks and mortar. It’s a reflection of 
Columbus Community Hospital’s mission to improve lives — and a testament to 
the strength and generosity of the community that continues to support it.

To learn more about the project or how you can support the Mead Family 
Cancer Center, visit columbushosp.org.

Structural work and foundation updates 
As of mid-September, construction crews have completed approximately 
50% of the building’s footings and foundation. These foundational 
elements are essential for supporting the 25,000-square-foot structure, 
and they set the stage for vertical construction in the weeks ahead.

One of the most complex and critical features currently under construction 
is the linear accelerator (LINAC) vault. This heavily reinforced concrete 
room will house the center’s linear accelerator — a highly advanced 
machine used in radiation oncology. Given the sensitivity and importance 
of this equipment, the vault must meet rigorous safety and shielding 
standards.

The LINAC vault walls are now being formed and poured. Once they’re 
complete, crews will begin constructing the concrete lid, with a goal of 
reaching substantial completion on this phase by the end of the month.

Underground utilities and interior prep 
While structural crews are focused on the vault and foundations, 
mechanical, electrical and plumbing (MEP) teams are working diligently 

MEAD FAMILY CANCER CENTER

Sept. 15

 Sept. 15

Sept. 15


