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S
ince the dawn of time, grocery 
store cafes have been a pretty 
common occurrence, from 

Gregg’s in Sainsbury’s markets in 
England to America’s largest burger 
manufacturer camping in a blue de-
partment store in the ‘80s and ‘90s.

Even today, some 
persist, like the Mar-
ket Grille at Hy-Vee. 
Coming back after a 
short occupancy in 
the store by the Wahl-
burgers franchise, the 
Market Grille serves 
typical Midwestern 
cafe fare: burgers, ten-
derloin sandwiches, 
fried chicken and ... 

fries.
Yes, regular french fry reviews 

have returned (after significant urg-
ing by my vascular system) and this 
week, Hy-Vee’s Market Grille has 
exactly one kind: battered. 

Battered french fries  

Taste — 8.3 
I’ve had these a few times and 

before wasn’t the most impressed 
but this time around, something 
was different. They were salted af-
ter frying, which added a lot in my 
opinion, and didn’t taste like fryer 
oil like fries sometimes do. They’re 
not particularly exciting, but serve 
well in the starchy fried things cat-
egory.

Texture — 7.5 
The texture on these was, again, 

not really groundbreaking, but a 
good showing of the way battered 
should be. They were crispy, with a 
good amount of flexibility. The in-
side was soft and consistent. They 
even had those little crispy crumbs 
on the breading.

Freshness — 10/10 
When I was waiting for these, the 

fellow behind the counter told me, 
“Sorry for the wait, fresh food takes 
a little longer,” and he was correct. 
These were hot out of the fryer and 
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Huddled against the wind, defi -
ant to the blustering gales of eastern 
Nebraska, a dedicated and interested 
crowd gathered on the west lawn of 
Columbus Community Hospital on 
May 1 for a momentous occasion.

After years of planning, months of 
dispensing information and innu-
merous anticipation, hospital offi  -
cials and local dignitaries dug golden 
shovels into the dirt to symbolize the 
beginning of the hospital’s newest 
chapter and announce its name: the 
Mead Family Cancer Center of Co-
lumbus.

“We always talk about quality of 
life in our community,” Mayor Jim 
Bulkley said. “You couldn’t ask for 
more than what this hospital orga-
nization does to give our community 
better quality of life. (The hospital) 
has become a healthcare destina-
tion. And think of what that does 
for our community. It’s amazing 
that we have this developing here in 

Columbus.”
Bulkley and several of those in 

attendance thanked Bob Mead and 
his family, the namesake and largest 
donor to the project.

The cancer center will span 26,500 
square feet, consolidating all the var-
ious services cancer patients need 
under one roof. This is a big step up, 
CCH chief fi nancial offi  cer and vice 
president of fi nance Chad Van Cleave 
said, from what he called the “frag-
mented cancer experience” one may 
experience going between locations.

“You’d be getting your medical on-
cology appointment in the medical 
offi  ce building attached, you could 
be getting your infusions possibly up 
here at the hospital on second fl oor,” 
Van Cleave said. “People with cancer 
treatment typically don’t feel good 
and they’ve never had to go through 
this, so we have nurse navigators that 
help those patients and walk them 
through their appointments and 
make sure they are on track to receive 
their care, but it’s still fragmented.”

The Mead family’s donation was 
a signifi cant boost, as well as other 
donations to the Columbus Com-
munity Hospital Foundation. CCH 
Foundation Executive Director Cori 
Fullner said that when the concept 
came up in conversation with Bob 
Mead, he was keenly interested.

“They are a very philanthropic 
family and so we’ve been fostering 
that relationship over years and just 
keep keeping them informed on ev-
erything that’s going on in the hos-
pital,” Fullner said.

Bob Mead’s wife Gail had cancer, 
Fullner said, so a new treatment cen-
ter in Columbus means a lot to him, 
and he expressed interest in learning 
more about this prospect and pro-
viding funding.

“He wanted to make sure that peo-
ple in and around Columbus could 
get cancer care right here in Colum-
bus,” Fullner said.

Another portion of the funding for 
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Mayor Jim Bulkley speaks at the groundbreaking and name reveal ceremony for the Mead Family Cancer Center at Columbus Cmmunity 
Hospital on May 1. Mead and his family contributed a signifi cant amount of the funding needed for the facility.

Fry-Vee
CCH HOLDS GROUNDBREAKING FOR NEWLY 

NAMED MEAD FAMILY CANCER CENTER

ANDREW WEGLEY

Lincoln Journal Star

 Less than three years after 58.7% of 
Nebraska voters approved annual cost-
of-living increases to the state’s mini-
mum wage, lawmakers moved Wednes-
day to instead increase the wage by 1.75% 
per year beginning in 2027.

State voters in 2022 voted to gradually 
raise Nebraska’s minimum wage to $15 an 
hour next January and increase it annu-
ally with the cost of living each year after.

But a proposal from Lincoln Sen. Jane 
Raybould, a Democrat, who co-owns 
the parent company of Russ’s Market 
and Super Saver, sought to cap future 
increases to the minimum wage at 1.5% 
while also allowing businesses to pay 
children younger than 16 less than min-
imum wage.

Her proposal (LB258) narrowly sur-
vived the first of three rounds of debate 
in Nebraska’s Legislature earlier this 
month, when Sen. Stan Clouse, a Re-
publican from Kearney, gave Raybould’s 
bill the final vote it needed to overcome 

a Democrat-led filibuster 
while taking issue with 
the provision in the bill 
that would have limited 
increases to the minimum 
wage at 1.5% but allowed 
for wages to remain stag-
nant when the cost of liv-
ing didn’t grow.

Clouse pledged to with-
hold his support if Ray-
bould didn’t swap that 
provision with a guaran-
teed, fixed-rate annual 
increase to the minimum 
wage that would provide 
certainty to employers 
and workers alike.

The two lawmakers 
agreed to replace the 1.5% 

cap with the 1.75% guaranteed annual in-
crease — a compromise that helped Ray-
bould’s amended bill advance to the final 
round of debate Wednesday.

Minimum wage will increase by less than what voters approved
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Sen. Jane Raybould of Lincoln listens to senators speak during fl oor debate at the Capitol on 
April 22. Her proposal to set increases to the state’s minimum wage at a percentage rather 
than using a cost-of-living measure moved Wednesday to the fi nal round of debate. 
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FRIES ON THE SIDE

Jared Barton scrutinizes 

the fry stylings of Hy-

Vee’s Market Grille
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