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All-terrain vehicles (ATVs) and utility terrain vehicles (UTVs, also known as side-by-sides) are helpful tools for farmers—
and they can be fun for recreational use, too. They are also very dangerous if you don't follow basic safety precautions.
The following are some important safety tips you can follow to decrease your risk of injury when you're driving one of
these vehicles.

ATVs

» Ride an ATV that is right for your size and height. An ATV's size can be deadly if the rider is too small to
handle it safely.

» Never allow passengers unless the ATV is designed for more than one person. In many ATVs, the seat is
large enough for two passengers, but they are designed for the rider to move around to make corners and
adjust for changes in the terrain. It can be especially dangerous to allow young children to ride along with a
driver.

« Always make sure the tires are in good condition. They should be inflated to the suggested tire pressure.
Also, please note that ATV tires are not designed to be used on paved surfaces.

» Make sure drivers are properly trained. Drivers under 16 years of age should be supervised at all times.
According to the Consumer Product Safety Commission, between 2016 and 2018, nearly 300 ATV deaths were
among children younger than 16.

» Wear the proper personal protective equipment (PPE) at all times. This includes Department of
Transportation-compliant helmets, goggles, long sleeves, long pants, gloves and over-the-ankle boots.

« Always ride at a safe speed. Remember to respect the power and danger of these vehicles, and never allow
any horseplay on or around the vehicle.

UTVs
» Complete a pre-operation safety check every time you use a UTV. Usually, you can use a T-CLOC check:

T - tires and wheels

C - controls and cables

L - lights and electronics

O - o, fuel, fluids and air filters

C - Chassis, suspension, driveshaft and external equipment

» Never permit drivers under 16 years of age. They should have a valid driver’s license and be familiar with
state laws regarding UTV usage. They should also be able to put both feet flat on the floorboard while seated
upright with their back against the seat back.

» Always wear proper personal protective equipment. As with ATVs, this includes a helmet, goggles, long
sleeves, long pants, gloves and over-the-ankle boots.

« When you are driving, slow down before turning and use extra care while you are turning. Avoid hills with
slippery surfaces, and drive straight up and down inclines, not across them.

« If your vehicle feels like it might be rolling over, never try to use your hands or legs to brace yourself.
Brace your feet against the floorboards and hold tight to the steering wheel or passenger handholds.
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Never let anyone ride your ATV or UTV without making sure they will adhere to the above safety rules.
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