Columbus, Nebraska,

the best move you’ll ever make!

“ Columbus sits at the confluence
of the Loup and Platte Rivers,
which provide a bounty of wildlife
viewing, canoeing, kayaking, hunting
and fishing.”

The people of Columbus, Nebraska (Population 22,500) enjoy a high quality of life

that is hard to match anywhere. It’s a place where commitment to family is still treasured;
where you’ll find excellent private and public schools, and a variety of rich cultural events
and exciting recreational opportunities. We have a wonderful mix of established historic
neighborhoods and serene rural acreages, and we offer easy access to the big city amenities
without losing the benefits of a small, safe community.

“ In 1879, The Poor Sisters of
Saint Francis of Olpe, Germany, with a
donation from John Creighton, opened
the first hospital in Columbus. At that
time, it was the only hospital between
Omaha and Salt Lake City.”

Columbus Community Hospital, a community-owned, non-profit medical center

with 47 private rooms, is nestled on an 80-acre campus along the northern edge of
Nebraska’s beautiful Platte River Valley. Completed in 2002, the 153,000 square-foot hospital
is a four-story, prairie-style building designed to convey the natural tranquility of our native
landscape. The attached 40,000 square-foot medical office building houses our local and
visiting physicians, conveniently allowing them easy and direct access to the hospital.
In September, 2012 the Hospital completed construction of a 30,000 square foot addition:
20,000 square feet to the 1st floor and 10,000 square feet to the 2nd floor. The building project allowed the Hospital to expand services in the Emergency Department, create a Simulation Lab for nurses’ education and move the Hospital’s inpatient pharmacy. The project also
increased patient privacy in the registration area and created a women’s imaging center.
In the following pages, you’ll hear a few of our outstanding doctors tell you in their own words
how they have come to appreciate Columbus, Nebraska as the best move they’ve ever made!

“ Columbus is a great community
to live, practice, and raise a family.”

Dr. Nick Wulf - Obstetrics and Gynecology
My family and I decided to join a medical practice in Columbus because we were looking for
a small community that had a lot to offer a young family. We have only been in Columbus for
one year and love it; it is a wonderful place to raise kids. The schools are great, the community
and people are very accepting and friendly, and there are lots of activities. The community is
very family oriented.
Columbus is an exceptional place to practice for 3 simple reasons: The people, the Hospital
(staff and leadership), and the medical staff. Everyone has one common goal and purpose and
that is to serve the community and its medical needs.
The infrastructure in Columbus makes it easy to practice excellent medicine. The Hospital
facilities are excellent and the Hospital is always looking for new ways to improve and update
its physical structure, medical technology, and employee education. Columbus also has an
extraordinary group of employers which enables their employees to have great access to care.
One of the best things about Columbus is the excellent relationships the physicians have
amongst each other. There are no egos or attitudes that you might find in a larger medical center. From a practice standpoint Columbus has given our practice great opportunities to evolve
and grow with growing needs and expectations.
Personally I could not have asked for a better place to practice. I get to spend a great deal of
time with my family, I don’t waste hours on the road commuting every day. My kids get to
grow up in a small community with excellent schools and activities. The small community
makes it easy to meet new people and build friendships. The community has great restaurants
and activities for my wife and me to enjoy as well.

“ When I signed that initial

Dr. Kimberly Allen - Pediatrics
I grew up in Lincoln, and have been a Husker for most of my life. I went to Medical school
in Iowa and Pennsylvania. I did my pediatric training at St. Louis University Medical Center
in St. Louis Missouri. After I completed my pediatric training, I was offered a great job within
the affluent area of St. Louis. My husband and I had just gotten married with plans on starting
our lives in St. Louis. We even bought a house and he had started his career. One day a job
recruiter from Columbus called and offered us a free trip home to look at the opportunity here.
We jumped at the opportunity to come home. I toured the hospital and felt a great sense of
belonging. I knew that this was where I was meant to be.
That initial visit was almost 20 years ago. The years have gone, but a great deal has changed
in the medical community. It was interesting to watch the new Hospital being built and to
step into the future with an up-to-date, fully equipped, beautiful new building. I feel that our
Hospital is as savvy and technologically advanced as most of the big city hospitals. One of the
things I am most impressed about is that we continue to have ongoing improvement of our
services and technology, offered from our Hospital. I am very proud that our community had
the foresight to go for such a large project.
Over the years, I have had multiple opportunities and job offers. Despite the fact that some
of them are quite attractive, my family and I have remained in Columbus. My husband and
I have 5 children and Columbus has been a wonderful community for them to grow up in.
Columbus is large enough that there is some diversity and yet small enough that we have that
hometown feel. Our school, and our church along with the community have been an essential
part of this decision.

contract we believed that we would
be here for 5 years and then take off
again, back to a big city life. I now call
Columbus home and can’t imagine
living or practicing medicine anywhere
else.”

“ Columbus has allowed me to
practice in a community where our
family can grow... and be a participant... not an observer. ”

Dr. Edward Fehringer - Orthopaedic Surgeon
I decided to establish my orthopaedics practice in Columbus, NE in large part because it is the
community in which I was raised. I have been here for one year and have every intention of
staying. In fact, at times it seems as though I had never left, even though I had been gone for
25 years.
The Hospital’s technology has been excellent, on par in many regards with the technology with
which I had become accustomed to at UNMC.
As in any community, it is critical that the key players work together. It does not matter if it is a
large organization or a small one, this principle is critical. I have found this to be the case here
with everyone willing to be part of the team.
Columbus has allowed me to establish the practice that I have wanted close to my home and it
has allowed me to be a more integral, peaceful part of my family.
I personally gain the ability to work within a community environment in which teamwork is
not preached, it is practiced.
I feel that I can do my best to offer simple honest orthopaedic opinions and care as my greatest way of giving back to the community. There will be times when the grass looks greener in
another community, a bigger community. Some of that is just life; some is accurate; some could
not be farther from the truth. I have been in those communities.

“ Everyone is focused squarely on
providing excellent patient care through
a collaborative and collegial atmosphere devoid of the large egos and
competitiveness.”

Dr. Christian Van Kirk - Radiologist
I grew up in a small town in Wyoming but spent 9 years in medical school and residency in
larger cities. My wife and I were ready to live in a place that was a little closer to, and felt a little
more like home. Columbus fits the bill very well. We enjoy the small town atmosphere - with
friendly, down-to earth people, no traffic, very little crime, and low cost of living; while the
conveniences of a larger city are just a little over an hour away. We look forward to raising our
children in a safe community with excellent schools and a large population of young families.
The community of physicians in Columbus is also superb. The mix of subspecialties represented here is much greater than I expected for a city of this size. More importantly, everyone
is focused squarely on providing excellent patient care through a collaborative and collegial
atmosphere devoid of the large egos and competitiveness that I have seen hamper communication at the expense of patient care in larger institutions.
In radiology, the quality of care we deliver is heavily dependent upon the quality of tools
available to us. The hospital administration has been very responsive to the rapidly evolving technological demands of this field. We are fortunate to be using state of the art imaging
equipment and are looking forward to the implementation of a new radiology information and
PACS system.

“ The administration and board
very much appreciated and acted
upon my input. Opportunities to
mold your practice to fit your style
still exist in places like Columbus.”

Dr. Mark Howerter - Emergency Medicine
I was drawn to Columbus because I saw an opportunity to grow professionally. Larger, bureaucratic organizations seemed to have little care for how I thought we should care for patients.
Attempts at being progressive with my practice were often frustrated. In larger institutions,
doctors can be regarded as “a dime a dozen”.
In Columbus, I found just the opposite. The administration and board very much appreciated
and acted upon my input. Ironically, I found that I can be more progressive. Opportunities to
mold your practice to fit your style still exist in places like Columbus.
The medical staff at CCH is strong and very talented. More importantly they are as a group,
good people. As a previous medical staff president, I found this to be a very collegial group of
doctors as well as high quality physicians.
CCH is financially very fit. The Hospital administration is very supportive. The Hospital board
is progressively minded. Technologically, the Hospital has kept pace with many of the larger
hospitals in our area. These strong attributes of the hospital are essential to a physician’s success.
I couldn’t be more pleased.
Columbus itself is a very safe, comfortable and friendly city. I have put several children through
the public schools here. The schools are really very good and have served my children well in
a number of ways. The quality of life in Columbus is good.

“ Patients often comment to me
on how well they feel that their doctors
work together. This collection of physicians has proven to provide what I believe
is some of the best care in the state.”

Dr. Dale Zaruba - Family Practice
My wife Jill and I returned to Columbus in 2002 to join Columbus Family Practice as their
fifth partner. It was an easy decision to make since Jill had grown up in the community and we
would be close to family. However, the medical community and hospital had to be the right
fit. What I found was a hospital that was advancing as I was. The Hospital had just completed
a new facility and was in the process of moving into it. It was exciting to be part of this transition and this commitment has continued as they have continued to grow.
A collegial atmosphere can be found on a daily basis as primary care works alongside specialists
to provide the most comprehensive care. Patients often comment to me on how well they feel
that their doctors work together. This collection of physicians has proven to provide what I
believe is some of the best care in the state.
Columbus as a city has been a great fit for my family. The public and private schools have
excellent programs that exceed in the state. The community is safe and clean with many club
and sports programs for kids to participate in. The location is a little over an hour from the two
largest cities in Nebraska, which provides easy access to entertainment options and additional
shopping. I have never regretted bringing my family back home. The people here are appreciative of their medical community and I am proud to be part of it.

“ The Hospital staff and administration are very focused on delivering the
highest quality patient care and the Hospital’s technology is equal to that found in
larger cities and larger hospitals.”

Dr. Myron Morse - General Surgery
I grew up on a family farm, working with animals and working the land. The farm field is
something I never left behind when I entered the medical field.
I met my wife, Laura, during my residency in Grand Rapids and we chose Columbus as an
ideal place to live and raise a family. My hometown in southwest Iowa is about 90 miles from
here, so moving to Columbus brought me closer to my roots and to family.
The Hospital staff and administration are very focused on delivering the highest quality patient
care and the Hospital’s technology is equal to that found in larger cities and larger hospitals,
allowing me to provide optimal care for my patients.
I enjoy working with people and encountering new challenges and solutions every day as a general surgeon. I also enjoy the positive environment and teamwork with the medical staff and
Hospital staff. The interaction with patients and staff in reaching the goal of making people
better is very rewarding.

“ There is a great excitement as

Dr. Edward D. Discoe - Family Practice
I grew up in Paxton, NE, on a farm in the North Platte River Valley. Most of my days were
spent irrigating and helping my father fence and work cattle. In my free time, I would explore
the river valley on my three-wheeler with my dog. I learned to value the freedom of rural life
and had every intention of returning to the area.
After a year as a Rotary exchange student to Australia, I attended the University of Nebraska,
Lincoln. My interests drifted towards the sciences and particularly physiology. I changed my
study focus and found myself in medical school.
The formidable years of my youth, family and the opportunities to practice in the areas of my
interest ultimately made the Columbus medical community an ideal choice. My wife, Pam,
and I have enjoyed over 15 years of living in Columbus. We have four children who have
thrived in a community that has allowed them to enjoy their personal interests. In addition,
we have found ourselves in awe of the congeniality that exists among the physicians in the
Columbus area. The longevity of time spent by physicians in the Columbus area speaks directly
to this unique situation.
I have been fortunate to practice in Columbus for over 15 years. I am able to provide
personalized compassionate comprehensive health care for people of all ages and allow them to
maximize their health potential. Through this opportunity, I have been able to connect with a
number of individuals who are passionate about Columbus and the surrounding area.
There is great excitement as one looks forward to the future of the Columbus medical
community. Great opportunities exist to continue my practice in this ideal situation. The
medical community has been able to move forward and adjust to the everyday changes that
exist in the business of medicine. In addition, they have kept pace with the appropriate medical technologies that will allow the ever-growing number of physicians that call Columbus
home, to practice state-of-the-art medicine throughout their careers.
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4600 38th Street
Columbus, NE 68601
(402) 564-7118
www.columbushosp.org
Special credit to:
Tom Goc, Photographer:
Cover - Columbus Landscape
1st Spread Photo - Ball Fields
2nd Spread Photo - Rural Landscape
Photo left - Enjoying the Platte River

© 2013 COLUMBUS COMMUNITY HOSPITAL. All rights reserved.

